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The most important document on the origin 
of Nations, is the tenth chapter of Genesis, 
from which we gather, that after the dispersion 
of mankind consequent on the confusion of 
languages at the building of the Tower of 
Babel, the posterity of Shem peopled Asia, 
with the excieption of those states now forming 
Turkey in Asia, including Asia-Minor (or 
Natolia), Georgia, Circasia, and Armenia. 
The posterity of Ham peopled Syria, and 
the whole of Africa. The descendants of 
Japhet peopled Natolia, Georgia, Circasia, 
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Armenia^ and Europe, (called in Scripture the 
Isles of the Gentiles.)* 

The geographical knowledge of the Ancients 
was naturally extremely limited. America was 
of course unknown to them, and the same may 
be said of the north of Europe and Asia, and 
the middle and south of Africa ; for although 
the account given by Herodotus and Pliny, of 
a voyage by Phoenician mariners, in the ser- 
vice of Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt, round 
the Cape of Good Hope, is probably true, 
(although its authenticity is much questioned,) 
the discovery was not followed up, and no 
beneficial resxdts ensued ; and Yasca de Gama 
enjoys the reputation of being the first naviga- 
tor who doubled that important Cape. 

* It IB uncertain bj what nation America was peopled, 
but from the traditions of the Natives, at the time of its dis- 
coyery, it is generally supposed that it must have been from 
the inhabitants of tiie north of Asia, but at what period is 
not known. 
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EUROPE, 

(the BRITISH ISLANDS.) 

The Bomans were acquainted only with the 
name of Ireland^ which they called Hibemia, 
and from which the more modem Erin is de- 
rived. This Island is said to have been colon- 
ized by the Greeks, in very early times, from 
which they crossed into Scotland, under a chief 
named Briatan, and formed a settlement, to 
which they gave the name of Britain. Their 
descendants in the course of time, spread 
into England, where they occupied most of 
the northern counties, under the name of 
Brigantes. 

The southern part of England, called Albion 
from its white cliffs, was probably peopled from 
Gaul; the inhabitants retained the name of 
Belgse, from Belgic Gaul, until Britain became 
a Boman Province. 

Little is known of the geography of ancient 

b2 
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Britain, before the inyasion of Julius Caesar^ 
and even in the Augustan age, it was con- 
sidered as the extremity of the world. We 
know, however, both from Ezekiel, who men- 
tions tin as a commodity of merchandize at Tyre, 
and from profane historians, that the Phoenicians 
carried on a considerable traffic in that metal 
with the inhabitants of Britain. The Cassi- 
terides, or Islands of tin, and most probably 
the coasts of Cornwall, supplied the metal^ 
though Vectis, (the Isle of White,) is said to 
have been the chief mart for this commerce. 

Julius Caesar, from whom we have the ear- 
liest authentic accounts of Britain, tells us, 
that when he invaded the country, it was in- 
habited by thirty diflferent tribes, of whom the 
most important were the Brigantes, who inhab- 
ited the northern part of the Island. The 
Silures, who under Caractacus, so bravely re- 
sisted the Komans in the reign of Claudius, 
inhabited South Wales, and the adjoining 
English counties. 

The Iceni, whose celebrated Queen Boadicea 
was conquered by Suetonius Faulinus, inhabited 
Norfolk and Suffolk. 
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The Trinobantes, who, under the conduct of 
Cassivellaunus, resisted Julius Caesar, inhabited 
Middlesex and the adjoining counties. 

The Romans invaded Britain 52 B.C., but 
the conquest was not completed until 80 A.D., 
when Agricola subdued the whole Island, as 
far north as the Forth, and having defeated 
the Caledonians, (or Men of the Woods,) under 
Galgacus, at the foot of the Grampian Hills, in 
order to secure his conquest from the future in- 
vasion of these Barbarians, erected a line of 
forts from the Firth of Forth to the Firth of 
Qyde; the Emperor Adrian, finding this un- 
tenable, fixed a boundary considerably to the 
south, and erected a line of forts, connected 
by a strong wall, from the Tyne to the Solway 
Firth. Antoninus restored the kingdom to its 
former extent, and connected the forts erected 
by Agricola by a strong wall, the remains of 
which still bear the name of Graham's Dyke, 
from the Scot who first scaled it; but the boiin- 
dary was finally fixed by Severus at Adrian's 
wall, which he greatly strengthened. Caledo- 
nia (Scotland or North Britain), of which this 
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wall formed the southern boundary^ was inha- 
bited by the Ficts and Scots^ the former are 
supposed to be the original Caledonians^ called 
by the Bomans Fictos, or painted men^ and the 
latter Irish colonists, who eventually obtained 
the ascendency, and gave their name to the 
whole district north of Adrian's Wall. 

The Eomans, after their settlement in South 
Britain, occupied chiefly the towns of the na- 
tives, which however they greatly enlarged; 
the chief of these were Verulamium (St. Al- 
bans), the most important town in the south of 
the Island, and the residence of Cassivellauntis. 
Eboracum (York), the Capital of the North, 
frequently the residence of the Boman Em- 
perors; Severus and Constantius died there. 
The Archbishop of York still signs his name 
"Ebor." Llindin (London), or harbour of 
Llinn, the original town being built on a lake 
formed by the Thames, azid extending over the 
Surrey side of London, and which was called 
by the natives Llinn. This town was greatly 
enlarged and fortified by the Eomans, who 
named it Londinium, and frequently Augusta. 
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Camalodunum (Colchester); Aquae Soils 
(Bath), eyen at that early period frequented 
for its hot springs ; Camboricum (Cambridge) ; 
Deva (Chester) ; lindum (Lincoln) ; and Isca 
(Caerleon); the two last important garrison towns. 

The principal Islands were Yectis (Isle of 
Wight); Mona (the Isle of Man)^ so called by 
Csesar; Mona (Isle of Anglesea), so called by 
Tacitus : this Island was the chief seat of the 
Druids^ and the scene of their persecution 
under Nero. 

The island of Thule^ mentioned as discov- 
ered by P3rtheas of Massilia, is generally sup- 
posed to be Iceland, though some imagine it to 
be the Shetland Islands ; it was also called 
Ultima, by the ancients, on account of its great 
distance firom the continent. 

The chief rivers were the Tamesis (Thames), 
Abus (Humber), Metarus ^stuarium (the 
Wash), Sabrina (the Severn), Sabrina JSst- 
uaxium (Bristol Channel). 

The chief promontories were,Cantium (North 
Foreland), Acrinum or Dampronium (Lizard 
Point), and Octopitarum (St. David's Head). 
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Many public roads were made by the 
Romans^ the remains of which do credit to 
the skill and perseverance of the makers. They 
are generally remarkable for the direct straight 
line in which they run : that from London to 
Chester, has since been called Watling Street ; 
and from London to York, through Cambridge 
and Lincoln, Ermine Street. 

On the invasion of the Saxons, they divided 
what they conquered of the Island, into seven 
diflferent States : — 

Kenty including Kent and part of Sussex. 

Sussex, Surrey and part of Sussex. 

JVessex, including the southern coast from 
Sussex to the Land's End. 

^st Saxony, or Essex. 

JEIast Anglia, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cam- 
bridgeshire. 

Mercia, the middle part of the Island. 

Northumberland^ from Mercia to the borders 
of Scotland. 

These kingdoms composed what is usually 
called the Saxon Heptarchy. Egbert, about 
800 A.D., united the whole of these disjointed 
states into one kingdom, which, under the name 
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of England (or Angle-land)^ soon rose into a 
great and flourishing monarchy.* A colony of 
the native Britons, under their celebrated chief. 
King Arthur, fled to Gaul, and settled in the 
North-west part of that country, called after 
them Bretagne, or Brittany; but the greater 
number took refuge in Wales (Britannia Se- 
cundum, or Cambria), and some parts of Corn- 
wall, where they maintained their independence 
until the reign of Edward I. 

About thirty years after the union of the 
British States under Egbert, Kenneth, a Scot- 
tish chief, united in like manner the various 
Scottish tribes into one kingdom. 



GALLIA OR GAUL. 

(prance.) 

Gallia or Gaul occupied a greater extent of 
country than the present kingdom of France. 

* Britain is said to have receiyed the name of Anglia from 
Egbert, King of Wessex, who, with the sanction of his Par- 
liament, or Witanegemot, holden A.D. 800, in this very city 
of Winchester, determined that the name " Britain," should 
giye place to " England,"— Trench on the Study of Wbrdi, 
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It was bounded on the north by the Fretam 
Gallicum (Straits of Dover), and the Oceanus 
Britannicus (British Channel), on the south by 
the Fyrensei Montes (Pyrenees), and the Medi- 
terraneum. On the east by the Alpes and the 
Shenus (Rhine), and on the west by the Sinus 
Cantabricus (Bay of Biscay), and consequently 
included France, Belgium, and parts of Swit- 
zerland, and Holland; but the early Greeks 
were acquainted only with the southern coast 
of Gaul, where they established several flourish- 
ing colonies, the most important of which was 
Massilia (Marseilles), a place of considerable 
trade in very early times ; it was founded by a 
colony jfrom Fhocsea, a maritime town of the 
Greek colony of Ionia, in Asia-Minor. 

The Gauls, a race of Celts, were divided 
like all barbarous nations into many inde- 
pendent tribes ; they are first mentioned in 
history as an important nation about 400 B.C., 
when under their chief, Brennus, they ravaged 
the north of Italy, burnt and sacked Rome, 
and it was not untQ after a long and severe 
struggle, that they were compelled to retire 
within their own territories. 
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About 55 B.C., Julius Csesar subdued the 
whole of Gaul, which for two centuries was 
reduced to the condition of a Boman Province, 
and was divided into four Provinces, occupied 
by distinct tribes, namely, Aquitania, GaUia 
Celtica or Lugdunensis, Belgica and Narbonen- 
fiis. 

Aquitania was situated between the Liget 
(Loire) and the Pyrenaei Montes, and the Sinus 
Cantabricus and M. Cebenna (Cevennes), the 
principal cities wereBurdigala (Bourdeaux), on 
the Garumna (Garonne), Avarlcum (Boui^es), 
and Augustoritum (Limoges). 

Gallia Celtica or Lugdunensis was situated 
between the Idger and the Sequana (Seine)> 
and extended along the course of the BhodSnus 
(Bhone), to the borders of Narbonensis; its 
chief cities were Lugdunum (Lyons), Lutecia 
Parisii (Paris) and Genabum (Orleans). 

Narbonensis, that part of the country where 
the Boman Colonists chiefly settled, extended 
from the borders of Lugdunum to the Mediteif- 
raneum, and from M. Cebenna to the Alpes. 
The chief towns were Narbo (Narbonnie), To-^ 
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Idsa (Tonloiise), Nemansus (Nismes), noted for 
its magnificent ruins of Koman Architecture^ 
the most striking of which are an amphitheatre 
and a grand tower called the *' Maison Carrie," 
Arelate (Aries), Aquae Sestiae ( Aix), near which 
the Teutones were conquered by Marius, and 
Massilia (Marseilles), noted for its excellent 
harbour. 

Belgica was situated between the Sequana 
and the Bhenus (Rhine), and extended north- 
ward, from the Bhodanus to the Oceanus Ger- 
manicus. The chief towns were Argentoratum 
(Strasburg), Mogonti&cum (Mayence), Colonia 
Agrippina (Cologne), founded A.D. 51, by 
Claudius, and named after his wife. Augusta 
Trevirorum (Treves), the usual residence of the 
Boman governors ; Gesoriacum (Boulogne), the 
place of embarcation to Britain, and Durocor- 
t6rum (Bheims). 

The principal rivers of Gaul were the Bho- 
d&nus (Rhone), Bhenus (Rhine), the Garumna 
(Garonne), the Liger (Loire), the SequSna 
(Seine), the Mosa (Meuse), and the Mosella 
(Moselle). 
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The principal lakes^ LacuB Venetus (Lake of 
Constance), Lacus Lemanus (Lake of Geneva 
or Leman). 

The principal mountains, Pyrensei Montes, 
the Alpes, M. Cebenna (Cevennes), M. Jura, 
M. Vosegus (Vosges), and the Ardennes, still 
noted for their extensive forests. 

The chief islands, Csesarea (Jersey), Sarina 
(Guernsey), and Riduna (Alderney). 

On the fall of the Koman Empire, Gaul was 
overrun by niimerous tribes, the most powerful 
of whom were the Franks, a tribe from Ger- 
many, who, after a long struggle, obtained the 
ascendency over their competitors, and retained 
possession of the greater part of this fruitful 
territory, to which they gave the name of 
France. 



HELVETIA. 

(SWITZERLAND.) 

The Helvetii, the ancient inhabitants of Swit- 
zerland, were subdued by Julius Caesar, and 
the greater part of their territory was included, 
as before-mentioned, in Celtic Gaul; the re- 
mainder formed part of Bhsetia. 
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GERMANIA. 

Ancient Germany was bounded on the north 
hj the Oceanus Germanicus^ and the Codanus 
Sinus (Baltic Sea) ; on the south by the Ister^ 
or Danubius (Danube) ; on the west by the 
Shenus, which divided it from Gaul ; and on 
the east by the Vistula. It comprehended all 
modem Germany north of the Danube, Hol- 
stein, Holland, and part of Prussia. The in- 
habitants were divided into many warlike tribes, 
of whom the Suevi and the Saxons were the 
chief. The Suevi originally inhabited the 
modem Brandenburg, part of the present king- 
dom of Prussia, but they subsequently spread 
over a large portion of Germany; and being 
joined by numerous other tribes, assumed the 
name of Alemanni (All Men), from whence the 
name Allemagne is derived. The Saxons were 
originally inhabitants of Holstein, now belong- 
ing to Denmark; but as their numbers increased, 
they spread further south, and became masters 
of a considerable portion of northern Germany. 
The Phoenicians are supposed to have visited 
the northern coast of Germany, at a very early 
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period, for the purpose of procuring amber ; 
but we hear little of Germany, untQ Julius 
Csesar attempted the conquest of the country ; 
and even then, the Romans (notwithstanding 
the conquests of Drusus, the brother of Ti- 
berius, and his son Germanicus), did not retain 
possession of any extensive tract north of the 
Danube. We have not much information re- 
specting the geography of Ancient Germany : 
the little we possess is chiefly derived from the 
writings of Tacitus. The most important towns 
wereAquis Granum (Aix-la-Chapelle), jfrequent- 
edby the Romans on account of its hot baths; 
Colonia Agrippina (Cologne), Antonacum (An- 
demach), Confluentes, on the confluence of the 
Moselle and the Rhine (Coblentz) ; Bandobriga 
(Boppart), Moguntiacum(Mayence), all founded 
by Drusus. Colonia and Moguntiacum were 
included in Belgic Gaul, but the invincible 
bravery of the Northern Tribes compelled the 
Romans to relinquish their conquests on the 
right bank of the Rhine, and to withdraw to 
the south of the Danube. 

The principal rivers of Germania were, the 
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Bhenus, the Ister, or Danubias^ the Vistula, 
the Albis (Elbe), Moenus (Maine). 

The chief mountains were, the Riesengebirge, 
the Taunus — ^which 'still retain their name — 
and the forest mountain ranges of Hercynii, or 
Sudetic (Hartz Mountains), and the Obn5ba, or 
Black Forest Mountains. 

The Provinces south of the Danube, con- 
quered by the Romans, were Rhsetia, Noricum, 
and Fannonia. 

RHiBTIA. 

Ehaetia was bounded by Gaul on the west, 
the Ister on the north, the Inn^n the east, and 
the Alps on the south ; it was divided into two 
provinces, VindeUcia, and Rh«tia proper, and 
included the Tyrol, and parts of Switzerland, 
Baden, and Bavaria. The principal towns were 
Augusta Vindelicorum (Augsburg), and Tri- 
dentum (Trent). 

NORICUM. 

Noricum was situated to the east of Khsetia, 
and included the Austrian provinces of Styria 
and Carinthia, and part of Austria proper. The 
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principal towns were JuYayum (Saltzburg) and 
Noreia (Neumarkt), near which the Cimbri 
defeated the Romans^ B.C. 113. 

PANNONIA. 

Was situated to the east of Noricum : the Ister 

formed its northern and eastern boundaries^ 

and the Savus (SaVe)^ its south. It included 

Sclayonia, Croatia, and parts of Hungary and 

Austria proper. The chief towns were Yindo- 

bona (Vienna), Siscia (Saiszek), and Mursa 
(Essek). 



DACIA. 

(hunoart,) 

Dacia consisted of a considerable portion of 
the modern kingdom of Hungary, and the 
Provinces of Moldavia and WaUachia ; it was 
bounded on the north by M. Carpathus (Car- 
pathians), on the south by the leter ; on the 
east by the Euxine (Black Sea), and the Tyras 
(Dneister), and on the west by the Tibiscus 
(Theiss). The Dacii maintained their inde- 
pendence until about A.D. 100, when they 
were subdued by Trajan, who united their ter- 
c 
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ritory to Mcesia b j a magnificent bridge* 
chief town was Tibiscos (Temeswar). 



M(£SIA. 

(bttlgaria.) 

McESiA was situated to the south of the Danube, 
and was bounded on the south b j M. Hsemus ; 
on the north by the Ister; on the west hy 
the Drinus (Drin) ; on the east by the Euxine : 
there were no towns of historical importance. 



SCYTHIA, OR SARMATIA. 

(POLAND AND RITSSIA.) 

Sabmatia, or European Scythia, was bounded 
by the Vistula on the west ; the Tanais on the 
east ; the Euxine and the Falus Mseotis (Sea 
of Azov) on the south. Its northern boundary 
was uuknown ; but it included Poland, part of 
Prussia, and the greater part of Russia. Very 
little was known of this vast district ; it was in- 
habited by numerous wandering tribes. Darius 
Hystaspes endeavoured unsuccessfully to sub- 
due them ; and the whole of his army would 
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probably have perished in the expedition, had 
not the lonians, his allies, preserved the bridge 
of boats which he had erected over the Danube, 
by which he secured his retreat. The chief 
towns were Olbia, Theodosia, and Cherso- 
nesus in the Taurica Chersonesus. The chief 
rivers were, the Tanais (Don), Borysthenes 
(Dneiper), and the Tyras (Dneister). 



SCANDINAVIA. 

This vast territory, the seat of the Gothic 
Nation, was almost unknown to the ancients 
before the Christian Era. It comprehended the 
modern Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and the 
North of Kussia. According to Scandinavian 
tradition, the Goths were a tribe of Asiatic 
Scythians. Sigga, a Scythian chief, is said to 
have penetrated into the North of Europe, 
and having conquered Denmark, Sweden, and 
Norway, assumed Divine honors, and took 
the name of Odin, the National god of the 
Scythians. It was these northern hordes of 
barbarians, who in the fourth and fifth cen- 

c2 
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turies, poured into the south of Europe^ and 
being joined by -the North German tribes^ the 
HunS; and other Asiatic plunderers^ finally 
succeeded in overthrowing the Western Em- 
pire of Borne, and founded upon its ruins the 
present nations of Europe. The Eastern Em- 
pire, founded hj Constantine, lasted several 
centuries longer, under the name of the Byzan- 
tine, or Greek Empire, but was eventually con- 
quered, 146S A.D., by the Turks, or Ottomans, 
who still retain possession of it. 



HISPANIA. 

(SPAIN.) 

The word Spain is derived from Hispania, but 
the country was also known to the ancients by 
the name of Iberia and Hesperia, and consisted 
of the modern kingdoms of Spain and Portu- 
gal. It was bounded on the north by the 
Sinus Cantabricus, and the Fyreneei Montes ; 
on the south by the Oceanus Atlanticus, the 
Fretum Gaditanum (Straits of Gibraltar), and 
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the Mediterraneum ; on the west hj the 
Oceanus Atlanticus ; and on the east by the 
Mediterraneum, 

The Phoenicians frequented the coasts of His- 
pania for the purpose of trade; and estab- 
lished the colonies of Gades (Cadiz)^ and 
Tartessus^ probably the Tarshish, with which 
the Israelites carried on a considerable trade in 
the reign of Solomon. The Greeks and Car- 
thaginians also founded important colonies in 
Spain ; but it was scarcely known to the 
Somans, until the second Funic War, when 
they made themselves masters of the whole 
country, and divided it into three provinces ; 
Lusitania, Tarraconensis, and Bsetica. 

Lusitania (the ancient name for Portugal,) 
comprehended Portugal, and part of Estre- 
madura. It was in this country, that Serto- 
rius so nobly upheld the remains of the Marian 
faction, until he was murdered by his confiden- 
tial friend, Perpenna. The chief towns were 
Olispo on the Tagus (Lisbon), and Conimbriga 
(Coimbra). 

Bsetica was bounded on the north by the 
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Anas (Guadiana)^ and extended firom the bor- 
ders of Lusitania, (from which it was separated 
by the river Anas,) along the south of Spain, 
and comprehended the modem Andalusia : the 
river Bsetis (Guadalquiver), from which it de- 
rived its name, ran through the midst of it. 

The chief towns were Corduba (Cordova), the 
birth place of Seneca and Lucan ; Italica, that 
of Trajan, Adrian, and Silius Italicus; Tar- 
tessus, supposed to be the Tarshish of Scrip- 
ture ; Gades (Cadiz), a sea-port of considera- 
ble importance on an island off the coast; 
Hisp^s (Seville) ; Munda, where Julius Csssar 
defeated the sons of Pompey, in which engage- 
ment he confessed that he fought for his life- 

Bsetica terminated to the south in the promon- 
tory Calpe, or Rock of Gibraltar, which, with 
the opposite height of Abyla, on the coast of 
Africa, formed the entrance into the Mediter- 
raneum : they were called by the ancients, 
Columnse Herculis, (the Pillars of Hercules,) 
from the tradition that they originally formed 
one rock, but that Hercules split them in two 
in order to open a communication between the 
Mediterraneum and the Atlanticus. 
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Tarraconensis^ so called &om Tarraco^ a 
sea-port to the north of the Iberus (Ebro), 
comprehended all the remaining provinces of 
Spain, and was bounded on th^ north hj the 
Sinus Cantabricus^ and the FyrensBi Montes ; 
on the south and east by the Mediterraneum ; 
and on the west by the Atlanticus^ Lusitania^ 
and Bstica. 

The chief cities were Tarr&co (Tarrago- 
na) ; Barcino (Barcelona); Numantia, cele- 
brated for its spirited resistance against Scipio 
Africanus ; Saguntum, well known for its 
heroic defence against the Carthaginians ; the 
capture of this town by Hannibal^ occasioned 
the second Punic war; and Carthago Nova 
(Cartagena)3 intended by the Carthaginians as 
the capital of a new Empire^ but captured by 
Scipio AMcanus^ who finally defeated Hanni- 
bal in the plains of Zama^ in Africa. In the 
Mediterraneum^ opposite to the mouth of the 
Ebro, were the Balearic Isles^ Minor^ Major, 
and Ebiisus (Ivica). The inhabitants were 
remarkably skilful in the use of the sling. 

The principal mountains were the Pyrensei 
Montes ; Yinnius Mons (Mountains of Asturias) ; 
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Marianus Mons (Sierra Morena) ; Llipiila 
Mons ; Sierra Nevada. The chief rivers were 
the Ibems- (Ebro) : the Baetis (Guadalquiver) ; 
Anas (Guadiana) ; the' Tagus ; the Durius 
(Douro) ; and the Minius (Minho). 



HELLAS, OE GILECIA. 
Hellas, or ancient Greece, was bounded on 
the east and south by the ^geum Sea (Archi- 
pelago), on the west by the Ionium Mare, and 
on the north by a chain of mountains, com- 
mencing with M. Olympus on the shores of the 
^geum, and terminating with the promontory 
of Acro-ceraunium (Cape Linguetta), on the 
Ionium Sea; and consequently included the 
modem kingdom of Greece, Thessaly, and part 
of Albania. It consisted of a number of petty 
states, each under its own peculiar form of 
government, yet all united by one common 
language, one religion, and a national pride, 
which led them to suppress those intestine 
commotions which were jfrequently carried on 
between the different states with great ani- 
mosity, and to unite for their mutual safety on 
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the invasion of a foreign foe. Javan^ or Ion, 
the son of Japhet, was the father of the Pelasgi, 
or those nations known under the general name 
of Greeks. " And the sons of Javan, Elishah, 
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim : by these were 
the Isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands." 
— Oen. X. 2. 

The name Hellas, is derived from Hellen, 
the son of Deucalion, whose descendants peo- 
pled a large portion of Greece. Greecia (the 
name given to the country by the Bomans), is 
derived from the Graici, a tribe inhabiting 
Epirus, with whom the Romans first came in 
contact. The Greeks, even in the present day, 
are frequently spoken of as the Hellenes. 

The States of ancient Greece were Thessaly, 
Epirus, Acamania, JStolia, Doris, Locris, Locri 
Ozolee, Phocis, Boeotia, Attica, and Megaris, on 
the main-land. These northern states were con- 
nected to the Peloponnesus (Morea) by Cor- 
inthia, on the Isthmus of Corinth. The Pelo- 
ponnesus was divided into six provinces; — 
Achaia, EUs, Messenia, Laconia, ArgoUs and 
Arcadia. 
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THESSALY. 

Thessaly^ the most northern state of Greece^ 
was noted for its extreme fertility. It consists 
of fruitful valleys, intersected by lofty moun- 
tains, the most remarkable of which are M. 
Olympus, on the north, the fabled residence of 
the gods ; Jupiter was supposed to hold his 
councils on its summit, and an eternal spring 
was believed to reign there ; M. Felion and 
M. Ossa, on the east. Between Olympus and 
Ossa, along the banks of the Feneus (Salam- 
bria), was the beautiful valley of Tempo, a gorge 
about five miles long, and the principal inlet 
&om Macedonia into Greece. The name Tempo 
is frequently given by the poets to any beau- 
tiful or romantic valley. M. Findus was dedi- 
cated to Apollo, and the Muses. 

The fertility of the plains of Thessaly arose 
from the frequent inundations to which the 
country was subject, occasioned by the over- 
flowing of its numerous lakes and rivers. 
The most noted of these floods took place 
in the reign of Deucalion, 1529 B.C. Thes- 
saly was, from the earliest ages, famous for 
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its beautiful horses^ and the skill of its inr 
habitants in taming and managing them. They 
are said to hare been the first people who 
rode on horseback, on which circumstance 
is founded the tradition of the Centaurs, a 
tribe inhabiting Thessaly, who were said to 
be half men and half horses ; their neigh- 
bours imagining the horse and his rider to be 
but one animal. 

The places of most note in this province were 
Pharsalus (where Pompey was defeated by 
Julius Caesar), and Pherse. It was in an ex- 
pedition against Alexander, Tyrant of Pherae, 
that Pelopidas lost his life. 

EPIETTS. 

Epirus was situated to the west of Thessaly, be- 
tween that state and the Ionium Mare, and ex- 
tended northward &om the Ambracian Gulf 
(Gulf of Arta), to the Acro-ceraunium promon- 
tory (Cape Linguetta). It is chiefly noted in his- 
tory for its ambitious king, Pyrrhus, who, 279 
B.C., invaded Italy to assist the Tarentines 
against the Bomans. The chief towns were 
Thyamis, where Atticus, the friend of Cicero, 
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redded; Dodonayinthecoimtrjof theMolossiy 
(one of the most poweifbl tribes of Epims,) 
noted tor the sacred grores and oracle of Jupi- 
ter ; Ambracia ( Arta) ; and Nicopolis (the city 
of victory)^ on the Ambracian Gnlf ; the latter 
erected by Augustas^ in commemoration of the 
battle of Actium. The chief rivers were the 
Acheron^ and its tributary the Cocytus^ con- 
sidered by the Poets as infernal streams, rivers 
of no great importance. The Acheron issues 
from a gloomy den near the coast, where it was 
reputed to hare an underground communication 
with the infernal regions. 

ACARNANIA. 

Acamania was situated to the south of the 
Ambracian Gulf. The chief city was Actium, 
off which was fought the naval battle between 
Augustus, and Mark Anthony and Cleopatra. 
Games were celebrated every fifth year at 
Actium, in honor of the victory of Augustus. 

JBTOUA. 

iBtoUa was situated to the east of Acamania, 
and to the south of Thessaly. JEtoUa was in- 
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habited by a warlike people^ who distinguished 
themselves by the bravery with which they 
resisted^ though unsuccessfully^ the invasion of 
the Romans. Their chief towns were Ther- 
mum and Arsinoe. The chief river was the 
Achelous (Aspro Fatamo). 

DORIS. 

The small state of Doris^ to the east of ^tolia^ 
is chiefly remarkable for having been the re- 
treat of the Heraclids^ when they were driven 
&om Argos by the relentless Eurystheus ; and 
it was &om hence that 11^ B.C.^ they re- 
turned into the Peloponnesus^ at the head of a 
large body of Dorians^ and made a complete 
conquest of the peninsula. The Dorians were 
rewarded for their services, by large grants of 
land in the conquered territories; they also 
founded several foreign colonies ; the most im- 
portant of which was Doris, in Asia-Minor. 
The Doric dialect derived its name from Dorus> 
the son of Hellen, and the grandson of Deu- 
calion, who was the father of the Dorian race, 
it was particularly adapted to pastoral poetry^ 
and after the settiement of the Heraclidse in 
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the Peloponnesus^ was spoken throughout the 
greater part of the Peninsula ; Pindar^ Arche- 
medes and Pythagoras wrote in this dialect. 
There were no towns of importance in this 
state; the principal mountain was Parnassus^ 
dedicated to the Muses. 

LOCRIS. 

There were three districts of this name. Locris 
Ozolae on the coast of the Corinthiacijs sinus 
(Gulf of Lepanto) ; the chief towns were Am- 
phissa and Naupactus (Lepanto)^ noted for its 
dockyard. Locris Opuntia and Locris Epicnemi- 
dia on the coast of the Euhoicum Mare (Channel 
of Negropont). The chief town in Locris 
Opuntia was Opus. Locris Epicnemidia derived 
its chief interest and importance &om contain- 
ing the key of Greece, the celebrated Pass of 
Thermopylae, so gallantly defended by the Spar- 
tans, under Leonidas, against the immense 
army of Xerxes. It was here also that the 
AAphictyonic Council met in the winter, to 
deliberate on the common affairs of Greece. 
Thermopylae was so called from its hot 
springs. 
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PHOCI&k 

Fhocis was situated between Locris and Boeotia^ 
through the midst of which extended the lofiy 
range of Parnassus^ which^ on account of its 
height and grandeur^ was dedicated to the 
Muses. The chief town was Delphi^ noted for 
the temple of Apollo^ and the most renowned 
oracle of antiquity ; its decisions were regarded 
with the most profound veneration^ not only by 
the Greeks^ but by all the nations of the known 
world. The Fhocians having ploughed up some 
land adjacent to the temple and sacred to ApoUo 
occasioned the sacred war. 

Near Delphi was the Castalian fountain^ a 
draught of which was fabled to communicate 
the spirit of poetry. The Pythian Games 
in honour of Apollo were celebrated at Delphi 
every fifth year ; here also the Amphictyonic 
Council assembled in the Spring. Cirrha on 
the Corinthian Gulf was the port of Delphi. 
Antycira on the coast was noted for hellebore^ 
esteemed an antidote to madness. The prin- 
cipal river was the Cephissus which emptied 
itself into Lake Copais in BcBOtia. 
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B(EOTIA. 

Boeotia was bounded on the west by Phocis^ on 
the north by Locris^on the east by the Euripus or 
Euboean Sea (Straits of Negropont)^ and on the 
south by Mount Cythaeron, which separated it 
from Attica ; it was intersected by high ranges 
of hills^ the most celebrated of which was 
Moimt HeKcon, which, from its picturesque 
scenery, was imagined to be the favorite resi- 
dence of the Muses ; Aganippe and Hippo- 
crene, two poetical streams, flowed from M. 
Helicon ; the latter is said to have been raised 
by Pegasus the winged horse, and favorite at- 
tendant of the Muses, who, flying through the 
air, descended on M. Helicon, and by a 
stroke of his foot raised the fountain Hippo- 
crene. The chief rivers are the Cephissus 
and the As5pus. 

The towns of Boeotia abound with historical 
associations. Thebes, the capital, was founded 
by Cadmus, and is noted in history for its 
unfortunate kings ; it was taken and destroyed 
by Alexander, 385 B.C. 

The other principal towns were Chaeronea, 
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the birth-place of Plutarch, and where Philip 
of Macedon defeated the combined forces of 
the Thebans and Athenians, by which vic- 
tory he virtually became master of Greece; 
Ascra where Hesiod was born ; Lebadea (Li- 
vadia), near which was the cave where the 
oracles of Jupiter Trophonius were delivered ; 
the applicants generally returned from the 
cave pale and dejected, so that it became 
proverbial to say of a melancholy man, ''he 
has consulted the oracle of Trophonius." This 
is said to have been the last oracle that 
uttered the decrees of fate. Leuctra, where 
Epaminondas defeated the Spartans; Flatea, 
where Mardonius the Persian General, left by 
Xerxes in Greece, was defeated and slain ; — 
Platea is also celebrated for the siege it sus- 
tained during the Peloponnesian war; Aulis 
on the Euripus, from whence the Grecian fleet 
sailed to Troy; Delium, on the same coast, 
where the Athenians were defeated by the 
Bceotians ; it was during this engagement, that 
Socrates seeing Xenophon lying senseless on 
the ground, took his disciple on his shoulders 
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and carried him to a place of safety. To the 
souths on the Asopus^ was Tanagra^ the birth- 
place of the poetess^ Corinna. Though a fer- 
tileregion, the atmosphereof Bceotia was usually 
so thick^ as in the opinion of some to have oc- 
casioned the general dulness of the inhabitants^ 
notwithstanding several splendid exceptions, 
such as Pindar, Epaminondas^ Pelopidas, and 

Plutarch. 

< 

ATTICA, OR IONIA. 

Attica formed a triangular peninsula, pro- 
jecting from Boeotia into the ^geum Sea, and 
terminating to the south in the Sunium pro- 
montory (C. Colonna). This province, the 
most interesting of all the Grrecian states, though 
noted for its superb figs and olives, was for the 
most part rocky and barren, and being almost 
surrounded by the sea, offered neither the temp- 
tation, nor the facility, for the depredations which 
often impeded the progress of civilization in 
the neighbouring states ; its inhabitants conse- 
quently were, even in the very early ages, 
remarkable for that refinement and true taste, 
(the natural result of peace,) for which in later 
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times they became so eminent. They derived 
the name of lonians^ &om lon^ the great grand- 
son of Deucalion^ who setded in that part of 
the country. Strabo tells ns^ that a pillar was 
erected on the confines of Attica and the Isth- 
mus of Corinth, on which was inscribed on one 
side *' This is Peloponnesus not Ionia ;" and 
on the other, " This is not Peloponnesus but 
Ionia.'' The descendants of Ion also made 
considerable settlements in the island of Euboea 
(Negropont), and in the Peloponnesus, from 
whence they were driven by the Heraclidse, 
and taking possession of the finest part of the 
coast of Asia-Minor, foimded the settlement of 
Ionia. From the period of this migration, the 
name Ionia seems to have been dropped by the 
mother country, and confined to the new colony. 
The word Attica is derived from a Greek word 
signifying '^Sea-coast.** 

The country was intersected by ranges of 
hills of considerable importance ; the most 
noted are M. Cithaeron on the north ; the 
moimtains of Parnes, amidst which stood the 
fort of Phyle, which was seized by Thrasy- 

D 2 
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bulos^ with only thirty men^ when he under- 
took to deliyer his country from the thirty 
tyrants ; M. Lanrium^ noted for its silver 
mines ; Hymettus^ for honey ; and Fentelicns 
(Fenteli), noted for its marble quarries^ from 
which was procured the beautiful marble used 
in the construction of the celebrated build- 
ings of Athens ; and M. ^galeus^ from whence 
Xerxes witnessed the defeat of his fleet at 
Salamis. 

The chief cities were Athens, the capital, 
which deriyed its name from Athena, one of 
the names of Minerva, to whom the city was 
dedicated; her celebrated temple, the Parthe- 
non, stood on the summit of the Acropolis, or 
Citadel, a rock 150 feet in height. The 
Elgin Marbles, now in the British Museum, 
brought from Greece by Lord Elgin, were 
chiefly taken from these ruins, which still at- 
tract the admiration of all travellers, and form 
the most interesting monuments of the glory 
and taste of the ancient Athenians. The cele- 
brated statue of Minerva, made of ivory and 
gold, by Phidias, was placed in the Parthenon, 
near which was the Areopagus, or supreme 
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Court of Justice^ also on an eminence^ arid 
from whence St. Paul preached to the Athe- 
nians. Athens had three Ports, — ^Phalerum, 
Mnnichia, and the Pireus : the latter is still 
the harbour of Athens. In the immediate 
neighbotirhood of Athens, was the Grove of 
Academns, where Plato held his school, and 
which has given the name of Academy to all 
places of instruction ; and the Lycetun, where 
Aristotle lectured. The other places of interest 
in Attica were Elensis, where the Eleusinian 
mysteries were celebrated in honor of Ceres ; 
and Marathon, where Miltiades defeated the 
Persians in the reign of Darius Hystaspes. 

MEGARIS. 

Megaris connected Attica with the isthmus, and 
was chiefly illustrious for the firmness with 
which its inhabitants maintained their inde- 
pendence against the Athenians. Notwith- 
standing the hostilities between these states, 
EucUd, the philosopher, a native of Megara, 
the capital, frequently disguised himself as a 
woman, and went by night to Athens, to attend 
the lectures of Socrates. 
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COBINTHIA. 

This state^ situated on the isthmus of the same 
name^ owed its chief importance to the wealth 
it acquired hj its commerce: the merchants 
who imported merchandize from Asia, in order 
to ayoid the dangerous coast of Peloponnesus, 
transported aU their goods to Corinth, from 
whence they were dispersed throughout Ghreece, 
and thus this city became a place of great com- 
mercial importance. It had two excellent 
ports — Lechsxun, on the Corinthian, and 
Cenchreae, on the Saronic Gulf. The Acro- 
corinthus, or citadel, situated on the summit of 
a lofty rock, was considered impregnable. The 
Corinthians, like all commercial people, founded 
important colonies ; Syracuse was the most 
celebrated Corinthian colony. The Isthmian 
games, in honour of Neptune, were celebrated 
on the Isthmus eyery fifth year. 

PELOPONNESUS. 

The Peloponnesus was so named from Pelops, 
the son of Tantalus, king of Phrygia, who 
settled in the southern part of the country, and 
haying succeeded in introducing some degree 
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of civilization among its barbarous inhabitants^ 
acquired so mucb influence^ that his descend- 
ants became masters of the whole peninsula^ 
to which they gave the name of Peloponnesus^ 
or island of Pelops. It was divided into seven 
provinces. — Sicyon^ Achaia, EUs^ Arcadia^ Mes- 
senia^ Laconia, and Argolis. 

SICYOK AND ACHAIA. 

Sicyon^ on the Corinthian Gulf^ the most an- 
cient state of Greece, is said to have been 
founded before the birth of Abraham. It never 
rose to any considerable importance, and is 
generally included in Achaia, a narrow slip of 
land extending along the Corinthian Gulf to 
the promontory Araxum. The chief town was 
Fatrse (Fatras). Achaia is chiefly celebrated 
for the Achaian League, headed by Aratus, 
against the Macedonians ; the last effort of the 
Greeks to revive the expiring liberty of their 
coimtry. 

SLIS. 

EUs extended southward from the Araxum pro- 
montory, along the coast of the Ionian Sea to 
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the borders of Messenia^ and was bounded on 
the east by Arcadia. The character of its in- 
habitants differed greatly from that of the 
Greeks in general : unambitious^ and averse to 
war, they devoted themselves chiefly to rural 
pleasures and pursuits; they were, notwith- 
standing, held in high respect by their more 
warlike neighbours, in consequence of a repu- 
tation of sacredness which they had acquired. 
To them was entrusted the charge of the Temple 
of Jupiter Olympus ; and the whole state was 
considered as dedicated to the service of the 
god. As the hereditary priests of Jupiter, they 
presided at the Olympic games, celebrated every 
fifth year at Olympia, in honour of the god, 
and by which the Greeks computed their chro- 
nology. Such was the respect shown to the 
sacred and pacific character of the Eleians, 
that when an army passed through their coun- 
try, the soldiers and dommander&r surrendered 
their arms, which were restored to them on 
quitting the Eleian territory. The chief towns 
were Elis, the original capital ; Pisa, which in 
later times rose to greater importance than Elis ; 
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and Olympia^ famous for the celebrated Temple 
of Jupiter Olympus^ which contained the far- 
&med statue of the god^ the masterpiece of 
Phidias ; considered as one of the seven won- 
ders of the world ; and SciUus^ where Xeno- 
phon lived during the latter part of his life, 
and where he wrote most of his works. The 
province of TriphyUa was included in the state 
of Elis. 

ARCADIA. 

Arcadia, called the country of shepherds, from 
its being so well adapted for pasturage, was 
supposed to be the resort of Fan and othe]^ 
rural deities. It was the only inland province 
of the Peloponnesus, and consisted of a high 
table-land, surrounded by mountains of con- 
siderable elevation, and watered by numerous 
streams, the most celebrated of which was the 
Styx, — ^an infernal stream, by which the gods 
swore, and over which it was fabled the souls 
of the dead were ferried into the infernal 
regions, by Charron, the ferryman of Hell. 
The tradition arose from the poisonous quality 
of its waters. The chief towns were Megalo- 
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polis^ founded by Epaminondas ; Tegea ; Man- 
tinea^ where Epaminondas defeated the Spar- 
tans, but fell in the midst of victory; and 
Orchomenus. 

MESSENIA. 

Messenia was separated from Elis by the river 
Neda^and from Laconia by the Taygetos range ; 
it was bounded on the west and south by the 
Ionium Sea, and the Messeniacus Sinus. It 
terminated to the south in the promontory of 
Acrltas (C. Gallo). The chief towns were 
Messene, near Mount Ithome, on the summit of 
which stood the citadel, the stronghold of the 
Messenians, in their long and calamitous wars 
with the Spartans ; Pylos (Navarino), on the 
promontory of Coryphasium, probably the town 
mentioned by Homer as the capital of Nestor's 
dominions, but Pylos in Triphylia also claimed 
that honor; and Ira, so long and nobly defended 
by Aristomenus, in the second Messenian war. 

LACONIA. 

This province, perhaps the most important in 
the political history of ancient Ghreece, was 
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bounded on the north by Arcadia and Argolis ; 
on the west by Messenia ; on the east by the 
JEgenm Sea, The coast projects towards the 
south into two long peninsulas, terminating re- 
spectively in the promontory Tsenarium (C. 
Matapan, the most southerly point of Greece), 
and the Malea promontory, thus forming the 
spacious bay Laconicus Sinus (G. of Kolo- 
kythia); the navigation about these promontories 
was considered extremely dangerous, and gen- 
erally avoided by mariners. 

The only river of any importance in Laconia 
was the Eurotas, on the right bank of which 
stood the celebrated city of Sparta, or Lace- 
daemon, the capital of the state, and the formi- 
dable rival of Athens, where Lycurgus succeeded 
in establishing his extraordinary code of laws. 
The other places of note were Gythium, which 
served as the port and arsenal of Sparta, and 
Helos, the inhabitants of which were reduced 
to slavery by the Spartans ; the name Helots 
was generally given to all slaves; they were 
treated witii the greatest cruelty. M. Taygetus 

(Pentadactylon), traversed the whole length of 
the province. 
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ABOOLI8. 

Argolis (with the exception of Sicyon)^ the ear- 
liest state founded in Greece^ and hence called 
the cradle of the Grreeks^ was bounded on the 
north by Corinthia and Sicyon ; on the west by 
Arcadia ; on the east by the Saronicus Sinus (6. 
of Egina)^ where it terminated in the Scyllaeum 
promontory (C. S]dllo% and on the south by 
the Argolicus Sinus (6. of Napoli)^ the ^gemn 
Sea and Laconia^ it consists of an extensiye 
peninsula intersected by lofty mountains. The 
chief river is the Inachus. Argos the capital 
was founded by Inachus 1856 B.C. The marsh 
of Lema, where Hercules slew the hydra, was 
situated to the south of Argos ; Nemea, where he 
destroyed the Nemean Lion, was towards the 
northof the province. The Nemean games in 
honor of Hercules were celebrated every three 
years. The other towns of importance were My- 
cene (the capital in the time of Agamemnon) ; 
Epidaurus on the Saronic Gulf, noted for the 
temple of Esculapius, the god or father of medi- 
cine; TrsBzene, where Theseus passed his child- 
hood; and Nauplia(Napoli) the port of Argos. 
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THE ISLANDS IN THE ^GEUM SEA. 

The most important island in the ^genm Sea 
is Euboea (Negropont) ; it lies off the coast of 
BcBotia and Attica^ and is separated firom the con- 
tinent by the Eubcean Sea^ noted for its storms ; 
which in the narrowest part formed the Euripus 
(straits of Negropont), over which a bridge was 
thrown. The chief towns were Chalcis (Ne- 
gropont), the capital ; Eretria; Histiaea, or 
Oreus, near the headland of Artemisinm, where 
tihe first naval engagement took place between 
the Greeks and Persians; and Carystus, fa- 
mous for its marble quarries. Scyros to the 
east of Euboea, was celebrated for its fine 
breed of goats. 

The name Cyclades was originally given to 
the islands that formed a circle round Delos, but 
afterwards included all islands to the south of 
Euboea and Attica. Delos, though the smallest 
of the group, being the birthplace of ApoUo, 
was deemed sacred to that god, and yearly 
offerings were sent there firom most of the 
Grecian states; Rhenea, a small island to the 
west, was at one time connected to it by a chain. 
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The other islands of note were Naxos^ cele- 
brated for its wines, and dedicated to Bacchus ;, 
Faros, noted for its fine marble ; — Miltiades in. 
Tain attempted to make himself master of this 
island, and was, in consequence of his failure^ 
thrown into prison by his ungrateful countrymen ; 
Ceos,wherethepoetSimonideswasbom; Gyarus; 
and Seriphus, where criminals were banished by 
the [Roman Emperors; Tonus Myconus and 
Melos ; Hydrea (Hydra) ; Calauria (Poros), 
where Demosthenes poisoned himself; ^gina, 
to whose inhabitants the prize of valour was 
given after the battle of Salamis. They contended 
many years with the Athenians for naval supe- 
riority, but were at length subdued, and so 
cruelly treated by their haughty rivals, that, 
although, through the influence of Sparta, they 
were restored to independence, they never 
recovered their former power. Salamis, cele- 
brated for the naval victory of Themistocles 
over the Persians. The three last mentioned 
islands were in the Saronic Gulf, and weye 
not properly included in the Cyclades. 

The islands to the east of the ^geum sea, off 
the coast of Asia, were called the Sporades, 
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or islands scattered abroad. The cUef were, 
Lemnos, sacred to Yulcan ; Lesbos, the chief 
towns of which were Mithynma, the natiye 
place of Axion, and Mitylene that of Fittacus, 
one of the wise men of Greece, and of the 
poetess Sappho; Lesbos and Chios to the 
south, were noted for wine ; Samos, sacred to 
Juno, where Pythagoras, the ** Samian Sage," 
was bom ; Icaria, firom whence the sea around 
was frequently called Icarian, though some 
imagine it to haye derived its name from Icarus, 
the son of Dedalus, the mathematician; Patmos, 
where St. John was banished to, and where he 
wrote the Apocalypse ; Cos, the birth-place of 
Hippocrates the physician, and Apelles the 
painter; Bhodus, noted for its commerce, and its 
celebrated Colossus ; and Scarp&thus (Scarpanto) . 
Crete (Candia), was situated to the south of the 
^geum Sea in the Mediteraneum ; it deriyed 
its name from the chalk, with which it abound- 
ed : it is traversed by a lofry range of moun- 
tains, the highest point of which, M. Ida, is 
generally covered with snow. In a cave of 
M. Dicte to the east, Jupiter was said to have 
been bom : he was worshipped with peculiar 
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honor throughout the island. Homer states 
that in the time of the siege of Troy^ this 
island contained one hundred cities. It is cer* 
tain that its inhabitants had attained, through 
the wisdom and justice of Minos, their cele- 
brated king and lawgiver, to a superior degree 
of civilization and order, at a period when even 
the states of Greece were simk in the grossest 
barbarism. Minos, on his death, is fabled to 
have been appointed supreme judge of the 
infernal regions. The chief cities of Crete 
were Gnossus, the capital in the time of Minos ; 
Cydonia(Canea), to which place the seat ofgo- 
remment was afterwards removed; Gortyna, 
near which was the celebrated Labyrinth. The 
ship in which the apostle Paul was conveyed 
prisoner to Rome, sailed along the east side of 
Crete by the promontory Salmone (Samoni), 
and along the southern coast as far as the Fair 
Havens, near the town of Lasea. Phenice, 
the port that the master of the vessel attempted 
to reach, as more commodious to winter in, 
was to the south-west of the island ; the small 
island of dauda, on which they were nearly 
wrecked, lay to the south of Crete. 
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Cyprus, in the Levant or eastern part of the 
Mediterraneum, was remarkable for its extreme 
fertility : the hills abounded with copper. 
Salamis, the capital, was founded by Teucer, 
in honor of the island of Salamis in the 
Saronic Gulf, his native place, from whence 
he had been banished ; at Paphos, Sergius * 
Paulus, the Roman proconsul, was converted 
by St. Paul, and Elymas, the sorc^yer, struck 
blind. At Citium in the south, Zeno, the stoic, 
was born. 



ISLANDS IN THE IONIUM SEA. 

The most noted islands of this group are 
Corcyra, Leucadia, Ithaca, Cephallenia, Zacyn* 
thus, and Cythera. 

CORGYRA (cORFU), 

Was founded by a colony from Corinth ; and 
was noted for its fertility, and for the beautiful 
gardens of Alcinous, at whose court Ulysses 
was hospitably entertained when he was ship- 
wrecked on the island, on his return from 
Troy. The assistance granted by the Athe- 
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nians to the Corcyreans, in a quarrel with 
Corinth the mother country, was the original 
cause of the Peloponnesian war. 

THEAKIy OE ITHACA, 

Formed the principal part of the dominions of 
Ulysses, and was the residence of Penelope 
during his long absence. 

LEUCAS (ST. MAUBA OR LEUCADIA), 

Was formerly connected to Acamania by a 
narrow isthmus, which, for the convenience of 
navigation, was cut through by the inhabitants. 
From the promontory of Leucate, the poetess 
Sappho, threw herself into the sea ; the spot 
is still called Sappho's leap. 

cefhallenia (cephalonia), 
Is called by Homer, Same ; its capital of the 
same name, is on the eastern coast. 

ZACYNTHUS (zANTE), 

Off the coast of Elis, was noted for its pitch 
springs. 

cythera. (cerigo). 
Off the southern coast of Laconia, was sacred 
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to Yenus^ who is fabled to have sprung from 
the froth of the sea near this island^ and to 
have been wafted on shore by the zephyrs. 



THRACE, MACEDONIA, AND ILLYRIA. 

To the north of ancient Greece, between it and 
Mcesia, from which they were separated by the 
mountain range of Hsemus, were the countries 
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Illyria* Though 
not generally included in Greece, properly so 
called, they played (more particularly Mace- 
donia) so important a part in Grecian history, 
as to be considered by some as forming part of 
that country. Philip of Macedon, and Alex- 
ander his son, obtained, by their military and 
diplomatic skill, such an ascendancy in Grrecian 
affairs, as to be virtually masters of the whole 
nation. 

THRACE. 

Thrace was bounded on the north by M. Haemus, 
on the east by the Euxine (Black Sea), on the 
south by the -ZEgeum and the Propontis (Sea of 
E 2 



52 SKETCH OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

Marmora), and (be&re the inroads of Philip of 
Macedon) on the west by the river Strymon, 
which separated it firom Macedonia; but the 
conquests of Philip compelled the Thracians to 
withdraw their boundary to the Nesus, or 
Nestus. The Bhod5pe Mountains (Despoto 
M.) traverse the western part of the province. 
It was to these mountains that Orpheus retired, 
after the death of Eurydice. Thrace now 
forms the Turkish proviace of Boumelia. The 
principal rivers are the Hebrus (Maritza), which 
rises in M. Haemus and falls into the.Sgeum 
Sea, opposite to the island of Samothrace, and 
the Nessus, which rises in the Bhoddpe M., and 
empties itself into the same sea opposite to the 
Island of Thasus. 

Between the Nessus and the Strymon, were 
the plains of Philippi, where Brutus and Cassius 
were defeated by Augustus and Mark Antony. 
The Hellespont, or bridge of Helle (straits of 
Gallipoli or Dardanelles), so named after the 
Theban princess who was drowned there, is a 
narrow strait separating Thrace from Asia 
Minor, and uniting the ^geum Sea to the Fro- 
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pontis ; it washes the eastern coast of the 
Thracian Chersonesus or peninsula. Into this 
strait^ opposite to Lampsacus in Asia^ ran the 
small e^eam of the iBgos Fotamos^ or goat^s 
river, where Lysander, the Spartan general^ en- 
tirely destroyed the naval power of the Athen- 
ians, and put an end to the Feloponnesian war. 
On the same strait was the city of Sestus, op* 
posite to Abydos, in Asia, — ^places noted in the 
history of Hero and Leander. It was over this 
channel, also, that Xerxes caused a bridge of 
boats to be made, to transport his troops for the 
conquest of Greece; he afterwards reviewed 
them in the plains of Doriscus, at the mouth of 
the Hebrus. The other towns of note were 
Abdera, the birthplace of Democritus, Byzan- 
tium (Constantinopolis), the capital of the 
eastern Roman Empire, founded by Oonstantine 
the Great, on the Bosphorus, — ^a strait uniting 
the Euxine and the Propontis; Adrianopolis, 
and Trajanopolis, named after the Boman Em- 
perors who founded them ; and PhiUipopolis, 
built by Philip of Macedon. 
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MACEDONIA. 

Macedonia was bounded on the north by 
Moesia; on the south by Thessaly and the 
^geum Sea; on the east by the Nestus; on 
the west by lUyria : it still retains its ancient 
name^ and forms a province of the Turkish 
Empire. The principal rivers are the Strymon 
(Struma), the Asius (Yardar), and the Haliac- 
mon. The sea coast is very irregular^ and in- 
dented with wide bays formed by projecting 
promontories. The bays are Sinus Thermaicus 
(Gulf of Saloiiica)j the Toronaicus sinus (6. 
of Cassandra), Singiticus sinus (G. of Monte 
Santo), Strymonicus sinus (G. of Contessa). 
On the peninsula formed by the Singitic and 
Strymonic gulfs, was M. Athos, through which 
Xerxes ordered a canal to be cut, to avoid the 
dangerous navigation of the headland. The 
chief towns were Stagira on the Strymonicus 
sinus, the birthplace of Aristotle ; Potidsea on 
the Thermaicus sinus, andOljmthusonthe To- 
ronaicus sinus, both of which Philip took from 
the Athenians, though not without a long re- 
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sistance; Therma (Thessalonica) at the head 
of the Thermaicus Sinus^ to the Christiaiis of 
which city St Paul addressed two epistles; 
Fella the birthplace of Philip and his son Alex- 
ander ; Methone, where Philip's right eye was 
shot out by an arrow ; Beroea, whose inhabi- 
tants were commended by St. Luke for their 
liberal and enquiring spirit ; and Pydna^ where 
Paulus ^milius defeated Perseus the last king 
of Macedon^ and put an end to the Macedonian 
Empire. 

ILLTBICTIM OE ILLYRIA. 

Dlyricum was bounded by Pannonia on the 
north, Epirus on the south, Macedonia and 
Moesia on the east, and the Adriatic on the 
west, it included the north of Albania, Her- 
zegovina, and Dalmatia. 

The chief river was the Drinus (Drin). 

The chief towns were Epidamnus (Durazzo), 
noted for the hostilities between Pompey and 
Caesar, the usual port to Brundusium in Italy ; 
and Salona the birthplace of Diocletian. 



66 SKETCH OF AKCISNT GSOGBAPHY. 

ITALIA. 
Italia^ as well as Spain, was anciently named 
Hesperia^ or die western country ; it is also 
frequ^itly called by tibe poets Satumia, from 
Satum> who is said to have taken refuge at the 
court of Janus, king of Latium, when driven 
from heaven by his son Jupiter. Janus gave 
him a hospitable reception, and assodated him 
with himself in the government. The rdgn of 
Saturn on earth is poetically called the golden 
age. 

The name Italia was originally limited to the 
middle of modem Italy, the northern being 
called Gallia Cisalpina, from the Gallic tribes 
settled there, and the southern Magna Grecia, 
or Great Greece, from the numerous colonies 
founded by the Greeks in that part of the pen- 
insula ; but in the time of Augustus when the 
Bomans had extended their conquests over the 
whole country, the name Italia comprehended 
•all those countries now included in modem 
Itaiy% 

It 'was bounded on lhe north by the Alpes, 
on the &ast by the Mare Adritfticom, on th6 
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*west by the Mare Tyrrhenum^ (that part of the 
Mediterraneum between the Golf of Genoa and 
the island of Sicily)^ and on the south by the 
Mediterraneum. 

The chief Mountains of the Alpine range 
are M. Vesulus (M. Viso), M. Adula (St. 
Gothard)^ Summum Fenninus (Great St. Ber- 
nard). 

The chief bays on the Tyrrhenian Sea are 
Ligusticus Sinus (Gxilf of Genoa), Gumanus 
Sinus (Gulf of Naples), Paestanus Sinus (Gulf 
of Salerno), Scylacius Sinus (GulfofSquillace), 
and the Sinus Tarentinus (Gulf of Tarento), 
The two last are on the open Mediterraneum. 

Italia was divided by the Romans into the 
following provinces : — ^Liguria, Gallia Cisal- 
pina, Venetia, Histria, Etruria, Umbria, Kce- 
num, the territories of the Sabini, the Yestini, 
the Marruccini,the Marsi, the FeBgni, and the 
Frentani, Latium Samnium, Campania, Apulia, 
Lucama, and Brutium. 

LIGKUEtA. 

ligttria, which now iarmB part of the dominicmB 
of the King of Sardinia, was boimded hy the 
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Alpes on the west^ the Fadus on the norths the 
Ligosticiis Sinus on the souths the Macra and 
Gallia Cispadana on the east. The Apennines 
traversed the country from west to east^ parallel 
to the southern coast. The chief town was 
Genoa^ a port of considerable trade. 

GALLIA CISALPINA. 

Gallia Cisalpina, or GalUa Togata^ from the 
toga, or Roman gown worn by the natives, in- 
eluded the north of the kingdom of Sardinia, 
Venetian Lombardy, the Duchies of Parma, 
Lucca, and Modena, and the northern portion 
of the States of the Church. 

It was bounded on the north and west by the 
Alpes, on the east by the Adriatic, and on the 
south by the Rubico (Fiumcino), the Apen- 
nines, and the Fadus. 

This province was divided by the river Fadus 
or Fo, which by the poets was called Eridanus, 
into two parts — Gallia Transpadana, and Cis- 
padana. Into the Fadus ran the Ticinus, and 
the Trebia^. rivers noted for the victories of 
Hannibal. 
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The chief towns in Gallia Transpadana were 
Augusta Taurmorum (Turin), Ticinum (Pavia), 
Medioknum (Milan), Cremona, and Mantua, 
where the poet Yirgil was bom, and from 
whence he was called the '^ Mantuan Swan." 

In Gallia Cispadana the chief places of note 
were Placentia, MulSna (Modena), — which was 
besieged for many months by Mark Antony, 
who was at last compelled to retire, — ^and Ra- 
venna, remarkable for its capacious harbour, 
and on that account selected by Augustus as a 
station for the Roman fleet on the Adriatic. 

In an island of the Rhenus in Gallia Cis- 
padana, the second triumvirate, between Octa- 
vius, Antony, and Lepidus was formed. 

VENETIA AND HISTBIA. 

Yenetia was situated to the east of Gallia Cisal- 
pina, and to the north of the Adriatic Sea, and 
is now included in Venetian Lombardy. The 
chief towns were Patavium (Padua), the birth- 
place of Livy the historian, and Verona the 
birthplace of Cornelius Nepos, Catullus^ and 
Pliny the elder. 
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Histria lay to the east of Yenetia^ to the 
north-east of the Adriatic Sea ; it now forms 
part of the Austrian province of Blyria. The 
chief towns were Tergeste (Trieste), on the 
Tergestinus Sinus, and Pola, at the southern 
extremity of the peninsula. 

ETBUBIA. 

Etruria (Tuscany), was bounded on the north 
by the Apennines, on the south and east by 
the Tiber, on the west by the Macra (which 
divides it from Liguria).aiid the Mare Tyrrhe- 
num. 

This district was noted in ancient as well as 
modern times for the elegant manufacture of 
earthenware, and for the massive and. highly 
finished style of its architecture. Many of the 
walls and buildings still remain almost perfect, 
and, as well as other Etruscan antiquities, are 
the admiration of travellers and antiquaries. 

Through the midst of this province ran the 
Amus (Amo), between which and the Tiber 
was lake Thrasymenus (Lake of Perugia), 
where Hannibal obtained his third victory over 
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the Bomans. The chief towns were Liina^ in 
the neighbourhood of which axe the celebrated 
marble quarries of Carrara ; Fistoria^ near 
which Catiline was defeated and slain ; Tusci^ 
near the source of the Tiber^ where was the 
elegant yilla of Pliny the younger. At the 
extremity of the Clusian Marsh, to the west of, 
Lake Thrasymenus, stood the town of Clusimn 
(Chiusi)^ the ancient capital of Forsenna. The 
siege of this town was raised by Brennus, the 
Gallic king (who was incensed at the hostile 
conduct of some Boman ambassadors), in order 
to march to Bome. Yolsinu (Bolsena) on a 
lake of the same name; Ferusia (Ferugia); 
Falerii, the city of the Falisci, whose hearts 
Camillus gained by punishing a treacherous 
preceptor ; and V eii, taken by the same general^ 
after a siege of ten years. The island of 
iBthaUa or Ilva (Elba), lies off the coast of 
Etruria; it was in ancient times noted for its 
iron works. 

UMBBIA. 

Umbria was bounded on the north by the 
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Eubicon, on the west by the Tiber, on the 
south by the Nar, and on the east by the 
Adriatic. The chief rivers were the Rubicon, 
which Julius Caesar passed (in defiance of the 
command of the Senate) to oppose Pompey ; 
the Metaurus (Metauro), on the banks of 
which Asdrubal, the brother of Hannibal was 
slain ; and the Nar. The most important towns 
were Ariminum (Rimini), of which Julius Caesar 
took possession immediately after crossing the 
Rubicon, — this was the first act of hostility 
in the war between him and Pompey ; Spole- 
tium, where Hannibal was repulsed in an attack 
after the battle of Thrasymene ; and Interamna, 
the birthplace of Tacitus the Emperor, and 
Tacitus tibe historian. 

PICENUM, AND THE TEERITOEIES OF THE 
ADJOINING TBIBB8. 

Picenum was situated to the east of Umbria, 
along the coast of the Adriatic. The chief 
town was Ancona, where a triumphal arch was 
erected in honor of Trajan, on account of the 
improvements he made at his own expense in 
the harbour. 
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The territories of the Sabina^ the Vestini^ 
the Marruccini, the Marsi^ the Feligni^ and the 
Frentani^ were situated to the south of Umbria 
and Ficenum^ along the coast of the Adriatic^ 
to the borders of Apulia and Samnium^ and 
contained many places of historical interest; 
the most important of which were the Fucine 
Lake (L. Celano)^ which Julius Cesar attempted 
to drain, and where Claudius exhibited a naval 
combat ; Sultno, the birth-place of Ovid ; M. 
Sacer, whither the plebians seceded; Cures, 
whence the Boman citizens were called Quirites; 
Beate, near which place Vespasian was bom ; 
and Tibur on the Anio, near which was the 
Villa of Horace. 

LATITJM. 

Latium, (so called frpm latere, to lie hid,) was 
the place where Saturn concealed himself when 
he fled from Jupiter ; it was originally inhab- 
ited by various tribes, as tlie Hemici, Volci, 
&c., and was bounded on the north by the 
Tiber and the Anio, and extended along the 
Tyrrhenum Mare to the borders of Campania. 
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Borne the capital^ and for many centuries the 
capital of the whole civilized world, extended 
over seven hills, on the left bank of the Tiber^ 
at about sixteen miles inland jBrom Ostia, or the 
Mouths, the port of Borne. 

The seven hills, on which the city stood, were 
the Palatine, on which the original city of Bo- 
mulus was built ; the Capitoline, or TarpeiaCn 
Bock, so called from Tarpeia, whence criminals 
were thrown ; the Quirinal ; the Esquiline ; the 
Cffilian; the Aventine ; the Janiculum; besides 
these there was the Vatican, now the most re- 
markable spot in Borne. In the neighbour- 
hood of Borne, is the plain of the Campagna^ 
now almost deserted, on account of the malaria^ 
but in early times, occupied by the Latini, the 
original inhabitants of Latium. 

The Bomans claim their descent from Mneas, 
a Trojan Prince, who, after the destruction of 
Troy, took refuge in Latium. His son, As- 
canius, founded the city of Alba Longa, and 
Bomulus, the fifteenth in descent from iBneaSj 
the rival city of Rome, which soon eclipsed 
and finally subdued the original capital. Ajor 
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tium^ alfio founded by Ascanius, was the prin- 
cipal dockyard of the Bomans. Between Alba 
and Antium was Corioli, by capturing which 
Coriolanus obtained his name. Near Tusculum, 
to the east of Borne, was the celebrated villa 
of Cicero, where he wrote the Tusculan Ques- 
tions. Above Tusculum, near the Anio, was 
Lage BegiUus, where the Latins were totally 
and finally defeated. At Algidum, to the south 
of Tusculum, Cincinnatus rescued the Boman 
army, which was surrounded by the -Jlqui and 
Volsci. Tibur (Tivoli), on the Anio, was the 
favourite resort of the Bomans : Zenobia re- 
sided there during her captivity. Gabii, near 
Lake BegiUus, was taken through stratagem by 
Tarquin. 

The celebrated Via Appia (Appiaa Boad), 
made by Appius Claudius, the consul, led from 
Borne to Brundusium, a distance of 350 miles : 
it was called, by way of eminence, Begina 
Viarum — queen of roads. 

CAMPANIA. 

Campania extended to the south of Latium, 
p 
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along the coast of the Tyrrhenum Mare, to the 
river Sil&rus (Sele), and was bounded on the 
east by Samnium; it now forms part of the 
kingdom of Naples. The southern part of 
this province, called by the ancients Phlegraei 
Campi (burning fields), and in modem times 
Solfatura, is a plain of volcanic origin. Lake 
Avemus, in this district, was supposed by the 
ancients to be the entrance to the infernal 
regions, on account of the deep gloom of the 
woods by which it was surrounded, and the 
unwholesome fames which it emitted. It was 
the reputed abode of the Cimmerians, who 
dwelt, it was said, in perpetual night. The 
bed of this lake is the crater of an extinct vol- 
cano; and, although its banks have long silhce 
been cleared, and the malignant vapours al- 
lowed to escape, still the sallow compleadons of 
the vine-dressers, the chief inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, prove that the air is even now 
unwholesome. 

Mount Vesuvius rises from this plain, a short 
distance from the sea. Its frequent eruptions 
have destroyed many towns and villages. The 
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most remarkable eruption occurred A.D. 79^ 
when Pompeii and Herculaneum were over- 
whelmed^ and Pliny the naturalist was suf- 
focated by the sulphurous smoke. 

The chief towns in Campania were Neapolis 
or Parthenope (Naples), which, for the beauty 
of its scenery and luxuriousness of its climate, 
was a favourite resort of the wealthy Romans : 
(Virgil, who died at Brundusium, ordered that 
his bones should be transported to Parthenope, 
where he had spent the most happy period of 
his life) ; Baise and Puteoli, on the Cumanus 
Sinus (Bay of Naples), both noted for their hot 
springs, were also favourite watering places. 
Opposite the southern promontory of the bay, 
was the Island of Caprea, chosen by Tiberius 
as the place of his retirement, and where he 
lived a life of luxury and vice ; Nola, where 
Hannibal was defeated by Marcellus; Capua, 
by the luxuries of which place Hannibal's 
army was enervated ; and Cums, the residence 
of one of the Sybils. 

SAMNIUM. 

Samnium was entirely an inland province, to 
F 2 
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the east of Campania. It consisted of sheltered 
valleys^ amongst the highest mountains of the 
Apennines. The celebrated defile Furcae Cau- 
dinae (Caudine Forks), where Pontius the Sam- 
nite General compelled the Roman army to 
pass under the yoke, was on the borders of 
Campania. The chief town was Beneventum, 
originally called Maleventum from its exposed 
situation ; the Romans from motives of super- 
stition changed its name. 

APULIA. 

Apulia extended along the coast of the Adri- 
atic from the Frento to the lapygium promon- 
tory, it was divided into two districts, Apxilia 
Proper, and lapygia ; the latter was again sub- 
divided into Calabria on the Adriatic, and Mes- 
sapia on the coast of the Tarentinus Sinus (G> 
of Taranto). The only river of importance 
was the Aufidus (Ofanto), which formed the 
southern boundary of Apulia Proper ; the 
southern part of this district was called 
Daunia, from Daunus the father-in-law of Dio- 
medes. The chief towns were Arpi, founded 
by Diomedes after the Trojan war. Cannae where 
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Hannibal gained his fourth and greatest victory 
over the Bomans^ in memory of which the 
neighbouring plain was called the field of blood ; 
the vanquished fledtoCanusium(Canosa)^where, 
by the heroic conduct of Scipio (afterwards sur- 
named Africanus)^ they were induced to aban- 
don their resolution of resigning Italy to the 
Carthaginians. Yenusia at the foot of the 
Apennines^ where the poet Horace was bom. 
lapygia^ so named from lapyx the son of 
Daedalus^ has been called the heel of the boot ; 
and Mount Garganus (M. St. Angelo) which 
projects into the sea in the north of Apulia^ the 
spur^ the form of the whole peninsula of Italy^ 
having been fancied to resemble a boot. The 
chief towns in Calabria were Brundusium and 
Hydruntum (Otranto). Brundusium was the 
usual port for embarkation to Greece ; its har- 
bour was excellent and capacious ; Julius 
Caesar in vain attempted to block up Fompey 
in it. 

In Messapia the chief town was Taxentum 
on the gxdf of the same name^ the most flourish- 
ing town in Magna Grscia; it derived its im- 



70 ' SKETCH OF ANCIENT GEOGEAPHT. 

portance from the riches it acquired by its ex- 
tensiye commerce ; it was to assist the Taren- 
tines against the Romans that F jrrhns king of 
Epirus invaded Italy. Near Tarentum ran 
the river Galesus^ in whose waters the fine 
sheep which fed on its banks were washed^ and 
whose fleeces were dyed of a purple color, ob- 
tained from the conchylium or murex, a peculiar 
kind of shell fish; the ApuHan sheep have 
always been remarkable for their fine wool. 

LUCANIA. 

Lucania was situated to the west of Apulia^ 
and to the south of Campania and Samnium^ 
and was bounded on the south by Brutium. 
The chief towns were Metapontum on the Ta- 
rentinus Sinus, said to have been founded by 
Nestor, where Pythagoras resided towards the 
close of his life ; Heraclea Sybaris, whose in- 
habitants were noted for their extreme effemi- 
nacy, so much so, that the term Sybarite even 
now, intimates a man devoted to luxury and 
pleasure ; Elea the birthplace of Zeno the 
stoic, and Parmenides, the philosopher who first 
taught that the earth was round, and he sup- 
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posed habitable only in the two temperate 
zones. 

BBUTIUM. 

Briitium was the most southerly province of 
Italy, and was surrounded by the sea, except- 
ing On the north, where it was bounded by 
Lucania. The chief towns were Thurii, an 
Athenian colony which rose to importance on 
the fall of Sybaris ; Croton, a commercial town 
where Pythagoras held his school, and Milo 
the wrestler was born ; Locri, for the govern- 
ment of which Zaleucus compiled a code of 
laws ; EhegiUm (Reggio), on the Fretum Sicu- 
lum (Straits of Messina), a very ancient Greek 
colony ; Scyllacium. on the Scyllacius Sinus 
(G. of Squillace), near which was Castra Han- 
nibalis (Hannibal's camp). Off the coast, near 
the Scyllacius Sinus, was the island of Calypso 
or Ogygia where XJlysses was shipwrecked. 

The provinces of Campania, Samnium, Apulia, 
Lucania, and Brutium, now form the modem 
kingdom of Naples. 

ISLANDS. 
The Island of SicUia, also called Trinacria, or 
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Triquetra, from its triangular form^ was sepa- 
rated from Italy by the Fretum Siculum (straits 
of Messina). In the narrowest part of the 
strait was the rock of Scylla and the whirlpool 
of Charybdis^ the scene of many fabulous his- 
tories. The navigation, of the channel was 
considered extremely dangerous by the ancients^ 
from the risk of being dashed against the rock, 
whilst endeayouring to avoid the whirlpool, 
which gave rise to the Latin proverb— *' He 
falls into Scylla who will avoid Charybdis.'* 
The navigation of this strait is no longer to 
be dreaded, the whirlpool having been de- 
stroyed by an earthquake in 1693. 

The 8oU of SicUy was remarkably fertUe, so 
much so, that the island was termed the granary 
of Eome. It is intersected by high mountain 
ranges, forming fruitful valleys. The flowery 
plains of Enna, whence it was fabled that 
Proserpine was carried away by Pluto, were in 
the centre of the island. Mount Etna rises on 
the eastern coast, and was supposed to be the 
workshop of Vulcan and his attendants the 
Cyclops. Mount Hybla, famous for honey. 
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was to the north of Syracuse, The promon- 
tories which formed the points of the triangle 
are Pelorus (C. Faro), Lilybseum (Marsala), 
and Pachynum (C. Passaro). The chief towns 
were Messana, founded by a colony of fugitives 
firom Messenia, after the conquest of their native 
country by the Spartans ; it was called by the 
Greeks Zancle, from the resemblance of its port 
to a sickle. This city was treacherously seized 
by the Mamertines, who invited the Eomans 
into Sicily, to defend them against the Car- 
thaginians, which gave rise to the first Punic 
war. Tauromenium and Naxus on the eastern 
coast ; the latter the first colony established in 
the island by the Greeks. Catana (Catania), a 
flourishing town, notwithstanding its having 
£:equently suffered from the eruptions of Mount 
JBtna. Leontini, north of Syracuse. Syracuse, 
founded by a colony from Corinth. This cele- 
brated city, during the Peloponnesian war, suc- 
cessfully resisted the invasion of the Athe- 
nians, under the unfortunate Nicias, and was 
enabled, under Timoleon, B.C. 367, to shake 
off the yoke of its tyrant Dionysius ; it 
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was again besieged by Marcellus, the Bomaok 
general^ in the second Funic war, when it was 
defended by the skill of Archimedes, who was 
unfortunately killed when the city was taken« 
The little island of Ortygia, on which the citadel 
stood, commanded the entrance to the harbour ; 
the celebrated fountain of Arethusa rose in 
this island. Next to Syracuse, the most im- 
portant city of Sicily was Agrigentum (Gtergen- 
ti), one of the richest and most handsome cities 
of ancient times ; its noted tyrant, Fhalaris, was 
seized^ and put to death by his enraged subjects. 
Agrigentum was a Ehodian colony, but was 
taken from them by the Carthaginians, and af- 
terwards became subject to the Bomans. Lily- 
beeum (Marsala) was at the western extremity 
of the island ; further north was Drepanum, 
which derived its name from the resemblance 
of its harbour to a scythe. The town and 
mountain of Eryx stood a short distance inland 
from Drepanum. The town was long and 
brayely defended by Amilcar, the father of 
Haxmibal, till the naval victory obtained by the 
Bomans near the Islands of JBgates, off the 
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coast^ obliged him to surrender^ and closed the 
first Punic war. 

To the north-east of Eryx stood Segesta, 
founded by -Sneas, near which were two furious 
streams^ called by him the Simois aad Scamander^ 
in memory of the streams so named near Troy, 
his native country ; and Fanormus, or all Port 
(Palermo), so called firom the excellence of its 
harbour; it was founded by the Phcenicians, 
was subsequently seized by the Carthaginians, 
and, after the Punic wars, became subject to 
Kome. 

A large group of islands of volcanic origin 
lies to the north of Sicily. They were anciently 
denominated JSoHdes, from JBolus, the god of 
the winds, in consequence of the frequent tem- 
pestuous weather near them, and Yulcaniss, 
firom Vulcan, from the numerous volcanos they 
contained, particularly Strongyla (Stromboli), 
still an active volcano, and Liparese. The modem 
name (lipari), is derived from Lip^a, the 
largest island of the group. Melita (Malta), 
noted for its cotton, to the south of Sicily, was 
probably the island where St. Paul was ship- 
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wrecked; though another island of the same 
name, on the coast of lUyricum, in the Adriatic, 
has been supposed by some to have been the 
island meant by St. Luke. 

To the west of Italy, in the Tyrrhenum 
Mare, were the islands of Cjrmus (Corsica), 
and Sardo (Sardinia). Cymus was noted for 
its bitter honey, and was used by the Eomans 
as a place of banishment. Sardo was some- 
times called by the Greeks Ichnusa, from the 
fancied resemblance of its form to the human 
foot : firom its inhabitants the laugh called sar- 
donic took its name. Both these islands were 
objects of contention between the Carthaginians 
and the Bomans during the Punic wars, though 
Sicily was the chief prize and principal theatre 
of this celebrated contest. 
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ASIA. 

Asia, the most interesting of the continents, 
from its haying, been the scene of the creation 
and redemption of man, was also the seat of 
the first empires of the world. Mount Ararat, 
from which the sons of Noah colonized the 
world, immediately after the flood, is generally 
supposed to be M. Ararat in Armenia, but late 
researches appear to make it much more proba- 
ble that the true Ararat is a mountain of that 
name in the range of the Hindoo Coosh, to the 
north-west of Hindostan ; the testimony of 
scripture seems to favor this opinion, as the 
descendants of Noah are said to have arrived 
in the plain of Shinar from the east, and M. 
Ararat in Armenia is to the north of that place. 
That part of the continent which was known 
to the ancients, was bounded on the west by the 
Arabicus Sinus (Arabian Gulf or Eed Sea) ; the 
Mare Internum (or Mediterranean); and the Ta- 
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nais (Don). On the south hj the Indicus Oceanos 
(Indian Ocean). On the north, both this con- 
tinent and Europe were supposed to be bounded 
by the Oceanus SeptrionaUs or GlaciaHs^ which 
no doubt at that period extended much farther 
southward than it does now^ but neither the 
Greeks nor Romans penetrated further north- 
ward in the interior of Asia than the Imaus 
range (the Himalaya)^ consequently the vast 
territories of the present Tartar tribes were 
totally unexplored ; they were reported, and 
no doubt truly, to be occupied by tribes of 
wandering Scythians. 

On the east little was known beyond the 
Indus ; Alexander penetrated into the Fun- 
jab, or country of five rivers, and his fleet, 
under Nearchus, sailed down the Indus into 
the Erythrseum Mare (Arabian Sea). India 
was known, however, to be divided into two 
parts, by the Gangeticus Sinus (Bay of Bengal),. 
India intra Gangem ; and India extra Gan- 
gem, (India within and without the Ganges). 

Cathay or Serica (China), was inhabited by 
the Seres, but little was known either of the 
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country or its inhabitants ; they claim to be 
descended from Noah^ who^ according to them 
settled there shortly after the flood ; there is 
indeed reason to believe that some tribes must 
have settled in the east of Asia at a very 
early period^ as it is not probable that all 
mankind should have moated westward firom 
the spot where they first settled after the 
flood, and the dense population of China proves 
it must have been inhabited at a very early 
period. 

The principal countries of Asia in ancient 
times were — ^Assyria^ Babylonia^ Media^ Persis 
or Elam^ Asia Minor or Natolia^ Armenia^ Col- 
, chis^ Syria^ Phoenicia^ Palestine^ and Arabia. 



ASSYRIA. 

It is impossible to ascertain with accuracy, 
the limits of the ancient Assyrian Empire : be- 
fore its sub-division on the death of Sardanapa-. 
lusj it probably extended from the Euphrates 
eastward to Bactria (Bokhara^ in Chinese Tar- 
tary), and southward to the borders of India. 
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On the death of Sardanapalus, Media and the 
proyinces to the east and south of the Caspian 
Sea became independent^ and the territories of 
the succeeding Assyrian monarchs comprised 
only Assyria Proper (Kurdistan)^ to which 
Syria and Israel were subsequently added. 



ASSYRIA PROPER. 

Assyria Proper (Kurdistan) was situated on 
the left bank of the Tigris, its chief river, and 
contained many fertile plains. Its chief towns 
were Ninus or Nineveh, and Arbela. 

Nineveh on the Tigris, nearly opposite to 
the modem town of Mosul, was founded by 
Asshur the grandson of Noah. " Out of that 
land (Babel or Babylon) went forth Asshur and 
builded Nineveh." But it was greatly en- 
larged and beautified by Ninus. In the book 
of Jonah it is described ^'As an exceeding 
great city of three days journey." The walls are 
said to have been 60 miles in circumference^ 
and 100 feet in height. Nineveh was so com- 
pletely destroyed in the reign of Saracus, 612 
B.C., by the Medes and Babylonians under 
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Cyaxeres and Nabopolassar, that even its site 
became unknown^ until the late researches of 
Mr. Layard. From the period of the destruc- 
tion of Nineveh, Assyria became a province of 
Babylon. 

Arbela was a considerable town to the east 
of Nineveh. The plains of Arbela are noted 
for the £nal defeat of Darius by Alexander the 
Great, 831 B.C. 



BABYLONIA. 

Babylonia (Trak Ajemi) called also in scrip- 
ture the Land of Shinar, was situated to the 
west of Assyria. Its chief provinces were 
Chaldea to the south, and Mesopotamia to the 
north. The chief towns in Chaldea were Baby- 
Ion, the capital, on the Euphrates, founded by 
Nimrod. " The commencement of his empire 
was Babel." It was probably built round the 
site of the Tower of Babel, and under its cele- 
brated queen Semiramis, became the most 

^ magnificent town of ancient times ; it was cele- 

brated for its immense waUs, which were con^ 

^ G 
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sidered as one of the seven wonders of the 
world ; its brazen gates^ hanging gardens^ and 
the temple of Belus^ the ruins of which are now 
called BirsNimfod. Seleacia^ founded by 
Seleucus Nicanor, which, after the fall of Baby- 
lon, became a place of considerable importance, 
and Cunaxa, celebrated for the battle between 
Artaxerxes and his brother Cyrus the younger. 

Mesopotamia (Algesira, the land between 
the rivers,) was so called firom its situation 
between the Tigris and the Euphrates. The 
chief towns were Ur of the Chaldees, the birth- 
place of Abraham, which he quitted at the 
command of God, to go to the land of Canaan ; 
Haran or Fadanaram or Carrhs, the residence 
of Laban, and the place where Crassus was 
defeated and slain. 

Babylonia, until the death of Sardanapalus, 
formed a province of the Assyrian Empire : 
it then became independent ; and after the 
destruction of Nineveh by the Babylonians 
and Medes, Babylon became the capital of the 
Babylonian or second Assyrian Empire, which 
attained its greatest power under Nebuchad- 



SKETCH OF ANCIBNT GEOGRAPHY. 83 

nezzar^ who added Judaea and Phoenicia to his 
dominions. Babylonia was finally conquered 
by Cyrus the Persian, in the reign of Bel- 
shazzar, its last monarch, B.C., 559. 



ARMENIA. 

Armenia was situated to the north of Baby- 
lonia and Assyria: it still retains its ancient 
name. This province shared the fate of most 
of the surrounding states, being first subject to 
the Assyrians, and subsequently to the Medes 
and Persians. It consisted of a high table land, 
intersected by branches of the Taurus Moun- 
tains, the highest point of which was M. Ararat, 
where the ark is by most historians supposed to 
have rested after the deluge. The principal 
rivers are the Tigris (Hiddekel of scripture), 
the Euphrates, the Araxes (or Pison of scrip- 
ture), and the Cyrus. Lake Arissa (Van) is in 
the south of Armenia. The chief towns were 
Artaxarta, and Tigranocerta, built by Tigranes 
as his capitaL 
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COLCHIS, IBERIA, AND ALBANIA. 
Colchis, Iberia, and Albania, were situated to 
the north of Armenia, between the Eoxine and 
the Caspium seas. 

Colchis CMingrelia), is chiefly interesting as 
the country to which the Argonauts sailed in 
search of the golden fleece. The chief towns 
were ^a and Fhasis. 

In Iberia (Georgia) the chief town was 
Harmorzica. 

Albania (Circassia) was inhabited by a bold 
and warlike race, who maintained their inde- 
pendence, even against the power of Borne. 
The chief town was Albana, on the Caspium sea. 

The country to the north of these provinces 
was known to the ancients by the name of 
Scythia and Sarmatia; it was inhabited by 
wandering tribes entirely dependent for sub- 
sistence on their flocks and herd^. They were 
the ancestors of the modem Calmucks and 
Bashkirs. 



MEDIA. 

Media (Irak Ajemi and Azerbijan), the most 



SKETCH OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. S5 

fruitful portion of the present kingdom of 
Persia^ was bounded on the north by the 
Araxes ; on the south by Persia ; on the west 
by Assyria ; and on the east by the Caspian 
sea. The chief towns were Ecbatana^ founded 
by Dejoces^ and which after Media was an- 
nexed to Persia^ became the summer residence 
of the Jdngs of Persia ; and Eagee where 
Nebuchadnezzar I. defeated Phraortes. Shortly 
after the death of Sardanapalus^ Media wad 
erected into an independent monarchy^ by 
Dejoces^ B.C. 700^ and was annexed to Persia 
by Cyrus, 559 B.C. 



SYRIA. 

Syeia extended from Asia-Minor, from which 
it was separated by M. Amanus (Taurus), to 
Arabia. It was bounded on the west by the 
Mare Internum and Phoenicia, and on the east 
by the Euphrates. 

The general aspect of the country was moun- 
tainous, being intersected by ranges of M. 
Amanus and libanus ; the latter, towards the 
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souths diverged into two ridges — ^Libanus and 
Anti-Libanus^ enclosing a fertile yalley^ called 
£:om its situation Ccele-Syria^ or hollow Syria. 
The eastern region consisted of the immense 
desert of Syria, which extended from the bor- 
ders of Coele-Syria to the Euphrates. 

Syria was divided into several provinces; 
the most important were Commagene, SeleuciSj 
or Syria Proper, and Coele-Syria. The prin- 
cipal river was the Orontes (Asay). 

The chief towns in Commagene were, Samo- 
sata, and Zeugma, where Alexander transported 
his army across the Euphrates. 

In Seleucis or Syria Proper, the chief towns 
were Antioch (Antakia),on the Orontes, founded 
by Seleucus, and where the disciples of Christ 
were first called Christians ; Seleucia, the port of 
Antioch; Bercea (Aleppo); and Hierapolis or 
Bambyce, famous for the temple of the Syrian 
goddess Astargis, with a woman's face and 
fish's tail (called by the Greeks Derceto) ; and 
Emesa, celebrated for the temple of the Sun, in 
which Heliogabalus officiated before he became 
emperor. 
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In Coele-Syria the chief town was Damascus, 
the capital of Syria, near which St. Paul was 
converted : it was famous for its manufactories 
of sabres, and silk and cotton stufEs, hence called 
damasks. 

In the Great Desert stood the celebrated city 
of Palmyra, or Tadmor in the Desert, built by 
Solomon, and long and bravely defended against 
Aurelian by Zenobia, with the aid of her secre- 
tary Longinus. It is now only famed for ita 
magnificent ruins. 

Syria was origmally an unimportant king- 
dom, tributary to and afterwards conquered 
by Assyria; after the death of Alexander, it 
was erected into a powerful empire by Seleucus 
Nicator, and under his successors (the Seleu- 
cidae), included not only Phoenicia and Judaea, 
but extended over the greater portion of that 
part of Asia known to the ancients. It was 
finally conquered by the Romans. 



PHOENICIA. 

Phobnicia consisted of a narrow line of coast 
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between M. libanus and the eastern shores 
of the Mediterraneum. The coast was in- 
dented with excellent bays and harbours^ and 
was consequently admirably adapted for com- 
merce ; and the industry and adventurous spirit 
of its inhabitant3 rendered it by far the most 
important commercial country of early times. 
The Phoenicians carried on an extensive trade 
overland with India, and their ships were to be 
seen in the harbours of almost every country 
then known. Many important colonies were 
established by the Phoenicians in Greece, Italy, 
Spain, France, and Africa. 

The most important towns in Phoenicia were 
Sidon and Tyre. Sidon was founded by Sidon, 
the grandson of Ham : it was famous for its 
manufactures of gla^s and fine linen, and its 
beautiful purple dye. The Sidonians so much 
excelled other nations in the taste they dis- 
played in their manufactures, that any article 
of peculiar elegance was always considered of 
Sidonian workmanship. 

Tyre was founded by a colony ftom Sidon ; 
hence it was frequently called the " Daughter 
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of Sidon^" and eveii surpassed the mother 
country in commercial importance. It was 
originally built on the main land^ but when be- 
sieged and taken by Nebuchadnezzar the Great, 
the inhabitants fled to an island off the coast, 
where they founded another Tyre, which was 
taken by Alexander, after a siege of seyen 
months. 



PALESTINE. 
Palestine (from the Hyksos or Pali, or shep- 
herd kings, who, after their expulsion from 
Egypt, settled in Canaan), was called in the 
earliest ages of the world the land of Canaan, 
and the land of Promise; and on its conquest by 
the Israelites, the land of IsraeL It was or^in- 
ally inhabited by the Canaanites, the Jebusites> 
the Hiyites, the Battites, and yarious other 
tribes, descendants of Ham. 

On its conquest by the Israelites, it was 
diyided by Joshua into twelye portions, accord- 
ing to the twelye tribes of Israel ; these were 
united into one kingdom, under Saul> 1079 
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B.C., which was, in the reign of Eehoboam, 
again divided into two kingdoms, the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah. 

Israel was conquered by Shalmanazar, king 
of Assyria, about 721 B.C., and the country 
colonized by Assyrians, known in history as 
the Samaritans, the inyeterate enemies of the 
Jews. 

Judaea was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, 
606 B.C., but was restored to partial indepen- 
dence by Cyrus the Persian. On the fall of 
the Persian Empire, it submitted to Alexander, 
and on his death, formed a province of the 
empire of Syria. It again became indepen- 
dent under the Maccabees ; was made tribu- 
tary to Home, by Pompey, and finally con- 
quered by the Bomans under Titus, A.D. 70. 

Palestine, (or the Holy land, in reference to 
the great events which took place there,) was 
bounded on the north by Syria ; on the south 
by Arabia ; on the east by the Syrian desert ; 
and on the west by the Mediterraneum or the 
Great Sea, as it was called in scripture. 

The principal feature of the country is the 
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yalley of the Jordan^ wUch is in some parts a 
thousand feet below the level of the sea. The 
Jordan^ which' rises in Anti-Libanus, flows 
through it> passing through Lake Gennesaret 
or Tiberias (also called the sea of Galilee) into 
Lake Asphaltites or the Dead Sea. This re-^ 
markable lake^ on the southern extremity of 
which stood the celebrated cities of Sodom and 
Gk>morrah^ is about fifty miles in length ; its 
waters are still strongly impregnated with salt 
and sulphur. The country around is unin- 
habited, and the barren aspect of its shores, 
the stillness and heaviness of the lake itself, 
present a gloomy, awful spectacle, leaving the 
mind of the traveller deeply impressed with 
the truth of the inspired narrative. 

Palestine, in the time of the christian era, 
was divided into four provinces, — Judaea, Sama- 
ria, and Galilee, to the west of the Jordan, and 
Pe^aea (or the country beyond the Jordan) to 
the east of that river. This province was pre-» 
viously occupied by the tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh ; and was in 
the time of our Saviour sub-divided into the 
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districts of Pera^ proper^ Batanea^ Grauloiutis^ 
Auranites^Trochonites^ Iturea^ and Decapolis,so 
called £rom the ten confederate cities which it 
contained^ and Abila^ which gare its name to 
Abilene^ the district around it^ which bordered 
on Galilee. 

The principal towns in Judaea were^ Hiero- 
solyma or Jerusalem^ the capital of Palestine : 
within the walls of this celebrated city, were 
M. Zion and M. Moriah, the spot intended for 
the sacrifice of Isaac, and on which the Temple 
of Solomon was erected. To the west was M. 
Calyary, where Christ was crucified ; to the 
east, beyond the brook Kedron, was the M. of 
Oliyes, where He retired after esrtdng the Pass- 
over with His Apostles ; Gethsemane, the 
scene of His agony and betrayal ; and Setbany, 
where He ascended into Heayen. To the north 
-Was Enunaus (Nicopolis), where Christ made 
Himself known to the two disciples after His 
resurrection ; and to the south, Bethlehem, 
where He was bom. Bethlehem is frequently 
called the city of David, because David was 
bom there* 
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The Other importaut towns of this province 
were Jericho ; Arimathea^ the residence of 
Joseph '* of Arimathea" ; Hebron, near which 
was the cave of Machpelah, the burial-place 
of Abraham and his family; Joppa (Jaffa), 
where Dorcas Hred, whom St. Peter restored 
to Hfe, and where that apostle saw the vision 
which prepared him for the converi^on of 
Cornelius. 

The south-west coast of Judsea remained, long 
after the settlement of the Israelites in Pales- 
tine, in the possession of the Philistines. The 
chief towns were Gath, Azotus, Ascalon, and 
Gaza or Treasure, a frontier town on Arabia^ 
so called because Cambyses deposited his mili- 
tary chest there. Gaza was besieged and taken 
by Alexander, who treated the inhabitants with 
great cruelty. In the desert near this town, 
Philip converted the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

In Samaria, the chief towns were Samaria^ 
the capital of the province, founded by Omri, 
but considers^bly enlarged and beautified by 
Herod the Great, who gave it the name of 
Sebasti; Antipatris; Salem, ^here Jolm bap- 
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tized; Neapolis or Sicliem^ near which was 
Jacob's Well, where Christ taught the Sa- 
maritan woman the nature of true religion; 
and CsBsarea, on the shore of theMediterraneuln^ 
which rose to great importance under Herod^ 
and became the residence of the !Roman gover- 
nors. Here Herod Agrippa died suddenly, Cor- 
nelius, the centurion, was converted, and St. 
Paul was detained in prison two years, until 
after his appeal to Caesar, he was sent to Kome. 
The principal mountains in this province were 
M. Ebal ; M. Gerizim, on which the temple of 
the Samaritans stood ; M. Carmel, the retreat 
of the Prophet Elijah ,• and JM. Gilboa, where 
Saul and Jonathan were slain. 

The chief towns in Galilee were Tiberias, 
the capital, on the Sea of Galilee, to which it 
gave the name of Sea of Tiberias ; Gennesaret, 
which also gave its name to the lake ; Capernaum, 
where Christ healed the nobleman's son, and 
Peter's mother-in-law; Cana, where he turned 
the water into wine ; Nazareth, where our 
Saviour resided before he entered on his minis- 
try; Nain, where the widolv's son was restored 
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to life ; and Jezreel, near which was Naboth's 
vineyard, and where Joram and his mother Jeze- 
bel were slain by Jehu ; Mount Tabor, the mount 
of the transfiguration, was to the east of Galilee. 
The chief towns in Persea were Csesarea Phi- 
lippi, named after Herod Philip, who resided 
there, and greatly beautified the city ; Gadara, 
one of the ten confederate cities which formed 
the district of Decapolis ; Bethsaida, the birth- 
place of the Apostles Philip, Andrew, and Peter ; 
Chorazin; Pella; and Eamoth Gilead, where 
Ahab was defeated and slain. The chief moun- 
tains are M. Gilead and M. Nebo, or Pisgah, 
from, whence Moses viewed the promised land. 



ASIA MINOR. 

Asia Minor, or Natolia, is bounded on the north 
by the Pontus Euxinus, the Bosphorus, and the 
Propontis; on the south by the Mare Internum ; 
on the west by the iBgeum Sea, and the Helles- 
pont, which separates it £rom Europe ; and on 
the east by the Euphrates. It was named Asia 
Minor by the Romans, to distinguish that portion 
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of Asia firom the remainder of the continent : it 
consisted of numerous provinces^ not very ac- 
curately defined^ and under separate govern- 
ments^ until they were subdued by Cyrus^ when 
they formed a portion of the Persian Empire ; 
they were subsequently conquered by Alexander, 
and finally by the Romans. The interior pro* 
yinces form a high table-land> intersected by 
ranges of M. Taurus, which traverse the whole 
length of Asia Minor, from west to east ; the 
highest point is Mount Argseus, in Cappadocia, 
from which, it is said, both the Euxine and 
Mediterraneum could be seen : the inland dis* 
tricts contained several large salt lakes, the 
chief of which were Tatta, on the borders of 
Cappadocia, and Fusgusa and Trogitis, in 
Lycaonia. 

The provinces of Asia Minor were Mysia, 
I^ydia, and Caria, on the shores of the iBgeum 
Sea; Lycia, FamphUia, and Cilicia, on the 
Mare lAternum; Bythinia, Faphlagonia, and 
Pontus on the Euxine ; Cappadocia, Lycaonia, 
Pisidia, Phrygia, and Galatia, inland provinces. 

The western coast of Asia Minor was colon- 
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ized by the Greeks, about the time that the 
Heraclidss took possession of the Peloponnesus, 
^olis, founded by the iBolians, extended from 
the Sinus Adramyttenus in Mysia, to the river 
Hermus in Lydia; Ionia, colonized from Attica, 
extended &om the Hermus to the Meander; 
Doris extended along the coast of Caria, and 
included the Island of Shodes. 

These colonies were^ of course, subject to the 
governors of the provinces in which they were 
situated. 



MYSIA. 

MvsiA, or Phrygia Minor^ was situated on the 
coast of the JBgeum Sea, between the Pro- 
pontis to the north, and Lydia to the south. 

The principal mountains were, M. Ida, and 
M. Olympus. 

The chief rivers were, the Granicus, where 
Alexander gained his first victory over the 
Persians ; the Scamander ; and the Simois, near 
Troy. 

The chief towns were, Ilium or Troy, the 

H 
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siege of which by the Greeks has been made 
illustrious by the genius of Homer and Virgil ; 
Cyzicus^ on the Propontis, which withstood 
a long siege by Mithridates^ who was com- 
pelled to retire by Lucullus ; Abydus^ on the 
Hellespont^ opposite to Sestus — ^places noted in 
the history of Hero and Leander^ and where 
Xerxes erected a bridge of boats to transport 
his army ; and Lampsacus, which Alexander was 
compelled to spare^ through the witty evasion 
of Anaximenes (the tutor of Alexander), who 
was a natiye of that city. 

At Sigseum, a promontory on the ^geum Sea, 
Iras the tomb of Achilles. 

The Islands of Tenedos and Lesbos are off 
the coast of Mysia. Mytelene, the capital of 
Lesbos, has given the modem name to the 
isknd, which was formerly famous for its wine. 



LYDIA. 

Ltdia, the kingdom of Croesus, so celebrated 
for his riches, and who was subdued by Cyrus, 
was situated to the south of Mysia, along the 
coast of the Mare Internum. 
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The chief riyers are the Hermus^ the Cayster, 
and the Meander^ celebrated for its beautiful 
windings (from which the word meandering is 
derived)^ and which formed the southern boun- 
dary of the province. 

Six of the seven Churches to which the 
Apocalypse or Book of Bevelations was ad- 
dressed^ were situated in Lydia^ namely — 
Ephesus^ Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
and Philadelphia; Laodicea was in Phrygia, 
on the borders of Lydia. 

Ephesus, on the Cayster, was &mous for the 
magnificent temple of Diana. St. Paul resided 
at Ephesus for nearly three years, and was 
driven from it in consequence of a tumult 
raised by Demetrius, the silversmith. Hera- 
clitus, the weeping philosopher, and Parrhasius, 
the painter, were bom there. 

Smyrna was one of the seven towns which 
contended for the honor of being the birthplace 
of Homer : it is stiU an important place, and 
retains its ancient name. 

Pergamos (Bergma), was noted for the manu- 
facture of parchment, the invention of which 
H 2 
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is generally ascribed to Eumenes^ king of Per- 
gamos ; but as the Persians wrote their records 
on skins before the time of Eumenes^ 150 B.C.^ 
it is most probable that he only greatly im* 
proved the manufacture of it. 

Sardis^ on the Pactolus (in whose waters 
Midas is fabled to have bathed^ and which from 
that period flowed over sands of gold)^ was the 
capital of Lydia. The burning of this city by 
the revolted lonians^ at the instigation of their 
allies the Athenians^ occasioned the invasion of 
Greece by the Persians. 

The other important places were Phocsea, 
whose inhabitants were in the earliest times 
celebrated for their skill in navigation ; Friene^ 
the residence of Bias^ one of the seven sages of 
Greece; Teos, where Anacreon the poet was 
born; and Magnesia/ which was appointed by 
Artaxerxes to supply Themistocles with bread, 
as Lampsacus (in Mysia) was to furnish him 
with wine, and Myus (in Caria) with meat. 

The Islands of Chios and Samos lie off the 
coast of Lydia. 
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CAfilA. 

Caria, wliicti was noted fot its fertility, lay to 
tile Bouth of Lydia. The cliief rivers were the 
Meander and the Calhb. The chief towns 
were Miletm, where St. Paul took an affecting 
leave of the Ephesian Christians. Thales, the 
iather of philosophy, who first discovered that 
the world was round, resided at Miletus, where 
also Anazimander the inventor of maps and sun- 
dials, and TimotheuB the musician, were born. 
MyuB, near the mouth of the Mesinder, sup- 
plied (as before jaentioned) Themistoclea with 
meat. Mylasa, famous for its beautiful build- 
ings. Halicarnaasus the capital of the Dorian 
colony, celebrated for the mausoleum erected 
in honour of her husband Maosolus, by Arte- 
misia, queen of Caria, and which was considered 
one of the seven wonders of the world. Hero- 
dotus the iather of history, and Dionysius the 
historian of Rome, were born at Hahcamossua ; 
and Cnidus, also in the Dorian colony, sacred 
to Venus, where was the admirable statue of 
that goddess wrought by Praxitiles. The islands 
of PatmoB, (to which St. John was banished 



102 SKETCH OF ANCIENT GEOGEAPHY. 

and where he wrote the Apocalypse), Cos, 
and Bhodes were off the coast of Caria. 

LYCIA. 

In Lycia, to the east of Caria, was the port of 
Patara, famous for the oracle of Apollo, and 
Xanthus, on the river of the same name, famous 
for the brave resistance of its inhabitants to 
Brutus. Bather than submit to the conqueror, 
they set fire to their town, and perished in the 
flames. 

PAMPHYLIA. 

Pamphylia was to the east of Lycia, and ex- 
tended along the shores of the Mare Internum, 
to the borders of Cilicia ; it was bounded on 
the north by M. Taurus. At the mouth of the 
river Eurymedon which ran from M. Taurus 

through FamphyHa into the sea at Aspendus, 
Cimon destroyed the Persian fleet and army. 
At Perga, St. Paul and Barnabas landed on 
their first apostolical journey, and John, whose 
surname was Mark, forsook them and returned 
to Jerusalem ; at Attalia (Adalia), they em- 
barked for Antioch on their return to Jeru- 
salem. 



SKETCH OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 103 

CILICIA. 

CxLiciA^ a proyince to the east of Famphylia^ 
and to the south of Cappadocia^ was almost 
hemmed in on the land side by ranges of the 
Taurus. The various entrances or passes of 
the mountains^ were called pylae, or gates ; the 
most important of which was Fylse Cilicise 
(Cilician Gates): had Darius defended this 
gorge against Alexander^ the latter would pro- 
bably never have been master of Persia. The 
chief rivers were the Cydnus, by bathing in 
which, when he was hot, Alexander was thrown 
into a dangerous fever; the Sarus; and the 
Fyr^bius. The coast of Cilicia was the last 
resort of the pirates who infested the eastern 
shores of the Mediterraneum, and who were 
finally subdued by Pompey. 

The chief towns were Tarsus (Tersoos), the 
birthplace of St. Paul, noted for its school of 
philosophy and literature ; Seleucia (Selef-keh) 
founded by Seleucus Nicator; Issus where 
Alexander defeated Darius, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of which the conqueror built the 
towns of Nicopoljbs and Alexandria in covor 
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memoration of his victory : and Soli^ said to 
have been founded by Solon ; as likewise 
another town of the same name in the island of 
Cyprus, which lay off the coast of Cilicia ; the 
Athenian colonists in these towns, deviating 
from the purity of their native tongue, oc- 
casioned the term solecism to be applied to 
similar corruptions. 



BITHYNIA. 

BiTHTNiA extended along the coast of the 
Pontus Euxinus, from the Thracian Bosphorus 
(Strait of Constantinople) to the river Par- 
thenais. On the Bosphorus was Chalcedon, 
called the city of the blind, because its founders 
preferred its situation to that of Byzantium ; it 
was here that Constantino first thought of estab- 
lishing his capital, which he afterwards re- 
moved to Constantinople. Further inland was 
Nico Media (Ismid), the residence of Hanni- 
balj and near which he was buried. Nicsei 
(Isnik) where the first general council of the 
Church was held. 
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PAPHLAGONIA. 
Paphlagonia to the east of Bithynia^ on the 
shores of the Eoxine^ was, with the exception 
of the sea coast, extremely wild and rugged. 
The chief town was Sinope, the birthplace of 
Diogenes. 



PONTUS. 
PoNTTJS extended from the borders of Paphla- 
gonia, from which it was separated by the river 
Halys, to Colchis ; it was the kingdom of the 
celebrated Mithridates, so long the inveterate 
enemy of the Romans, by whom he was finally 
subdued ; it abounded in fruits of various kinds. 
Cerasus, a sea port town, gave name to the 
cherry, which was brought from hence into 
Europe by Lucullus. The other important 
towns were Trapezus (Trebizond), greatly en- 
larged and beautified by the Emperors Trajan 
and Adrian. Sebastia, and Zela, ^here Caesar 
gained a decisive victory, which he laconically 
reported in the words — " Veni, vidi, vici". 
The chief rivers are the Halys, the Iris, and 
Lycus. 
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CAPPADOCIA. 
Caffadocia was bounded on the north by 
Pontus ; on the west by Galatia and Lycaonia; 
on the east by the Euphrates ; and on the south 
by M. Taurus^ which separated it from Cilicia. 
The chief towns were Mazaca or Caesarea^ and 
Tyana^ the birthplace of AppoUonius^ the tutor 
of Marcus Aurelius. The chief river is the 
Melas. 



LYCAONIA. 

Lycaonia^ in which the district of Isauria was 
included^ was to the north of Pamphylia and 
Cilicia; it was intersected by branches of M.. 
Taxirus^ and contained no river of importance. 
The chief towns were Isauria ; Lystra^ where 
St. Paul and Barnabas healed the lame man^ 
and the inhabitants mistaking them for Jupiter 
and Mercury^ were with difficulty refrained from 
paying them divine honors : yet, not many days 
afterwards, some Jews from Iconium (Koniyeh), 
the capital of Lycaonia, persuaded the multitude 
to stone St. Paul; who, however, recovered and 
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went to Derbe, another town in the same pro- 
vince^ and afterwards sailed (as before-men- 
tioned)^ from Attalia^ a port in Famphylia^ to 
Antioch in Syria. 



PISIDIA. 

FisiDiA was a mountainous district to the north 
of Famphilia^ between Fhrygia and Lycaonia. 
The chief towns were Selge, and Antioch^ 
where St. Paul preached in the Jewish syn- 
agogue^ and made many converts^ but was 
afterwards expelled from the town^ through the 
influence of the Jews. The inhabitants both of 
Fisidia and Lycaonia^ distinguished themselves 
by their brave resistance to the Romans. 



FHRYGIA. 

Fhrygia was to the east of Lydia^ and was 
bounded on the east by Galatia, on the north 
by Bithynia^ and by Fisidia and Lycia on the 
south. It was intersected by several mountain 
chainsj the source of the Meander and the 
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Hermus. The chief towns were Sjrnnada, 
celebrated for its marble quarries ; Ipsus, noted 
for the battle between Antigonns and Alex- 
ander's generals ; Colossse^ to the christians of 
which place St. Paul addressed one of his epis- 
tles ; and Laodicea^ where^ as before mentioned^ 
was one of the seven Churches to which St. 
John addressed the Apocalypse. 



GALATIA. 
Galatia^ which derives its name from a tribe 
of Gauls who settled in this district^ was situated 
between Paphlagonia to the norths and Ly- 
caonia to the souths and between Fhrygia and 
Fontus to the west and east. The southern 
part was excellent pasture land^ and noted for 
its valuable breed of sheep. To the christians 
of this province St. Paul addressed one of his 
episdes. 

The chief towns were Ancyra (Angora), and 
<7ordium, noted as the place where the Gordian 
Knot was kept, on which the fate of Asia was 
supposed to depend, and which Alexander cut 
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with his sword. The chief riyer is the Haljrs 
(Tkizil-ermak). 



PERSIA. 
Persia^ the second great empire of ancient 
history, included, in the time of Cyrus, its 
founder, the whole of Asia Minor, Armenia, 
Syria, Palestine, Phoenicia, Babylonia, Assyria, 
Media (already described) ; and those provinces 
more generally considered as forming the old 
Persian Monarchy, namely, Susiana, Persis 
(properly so called, the original seat of the 
empire), Carmania, Gedrosia, Parthia, Dran- 
giana, Margiana, Aria, Arachosia, Paropa- 
misade, Hyrcania, Bactriana, and Sogdiana ; and 
consequently extended from the Mediterraneum 
to the Persian Gulf and the Indus, including 
the modem countries of Turkey in Asia, Persia, 
Cabul, Beloochistan, and the greater part of 
Independent Tartary. 

SUSIANA. 

In Susiana (Khuzistan), the chief town was 
Susa, or Shushan, the winter residence of the 
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kings of Persia. The chief river was the 
Tigris. 

FER8IS. 

In Fersis (Farsistan)^ on the Fersian Gulf, the 
chief towns were, FersepoUs, which was de- 
stroyed by Alexander in a fit of intoxication ; 
and Fasarg^dsB, the burial place of the Fersian 
kings. The chief river is the Araxes (Bend- 
Emir.) 

CARMANIA. 

Carmania (Kerman). The northern part of this 
province is a sandy desert, and the southern is 
so fertile that it has been called the Faradise of 
Fersia. The chief town was Carmana (Ker- 
man.) 

GEDROSIA. 

Gedrosia (Beloochistan). The greater part of 
this province is wild and barren, it was here 
that the armies of Semiramis and Alexander 
suffered so severely : the chief town was Fura. 

PARTHIA. 

Farthia (part of the modem province of Kho- 
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rassan) was celebrated for its spirited defence 
against the Romans. The chief town was He- 
catompylos^ or the city with a hundred gates. 

« 

HYRCANIA. 

Hyrcania (Mazanderan^ and part of Astrabad) 
was north of Farthia^ and east of the Caspian 
sea. It was a fertile but unhealthy district ; 
the capital was Zadracarta or Carta. 

The country to the east of Farthia and Hyrca- 
nia^ extending to the borders of Bactriana^ and 
southward to the Indus^ was inhabited byyarious 
tribes, the most important of which were Dran- 
giana, capital Frophthasia on Lake Aria (Zur- 
rah) ; Aria (part of Khorassan), capital Alex- 
andria ; Arachosia (the territory around Canda 
har), capital Arachotus, and Faropamisade, 
named &om the Faropamisus M. (Hindoo- 
Coosh), which separated it &om Bactriana. 
The chief towns were Ortospana or Carura 
(Cabool), and Ganzaca (Ghuznee). Alexander 
subdued these tribes on his march from Per- 
sepolis to Bactriana, in pursuit of Bessus^ the 
murderer of Darius. 
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BACTBIANA. 

This proyince (the southern part of Bokhara)^ 
although mountainous^ was so well watered by 
the Oxus and its tributaries^ that the whole dis- 
trict was remarkably fertile. Bactria (Balk) was 
treacherously betrayed to Ninus^ the Assyrian 
monarchy by the celebrated Semiramis. On 
the fall of the Assyrian empire^ it was annexed 
to Persia. It was here that Bessus was put to 
death by Alexander for the murder of Darius. 

SOGDIANA. 

Sogdiana (the northern part of Bokhara)^ was 
separated from Bactriana by the Oxus^ near 
which stood the famous stronghold Petra- 
Oxiana^ or the rock of Oxus^ considered im- 
pregnable^ but which at length yielded to the 
indefatigable ardour of Alexander and his fol- 
lowers. 

The chief towns in this province were, Mara- 
canda (Samarcand), the capital, and Alexandria 
Ultima, founded by Alexander on the Taxartes. 
This monarch did not extend his conquests 
further north than this river, but leaving Sog- 
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diana^ crossed the Paropamisos Mormtains (Hin- 
doo Coosh)^ with the purpose of inyading India. 
His progress was checked for a time by the bra- 
very of Porus, who, after a noble but ineffectual 
struggle, was defeated on the banks of the 
Hydaspes ; and Alexander, after founding the 
town of Bucephala in honor of his horse, con- 
tinued his march as far as the Hypasis, but here 
his army refusing to advance further into these 
unknown regions,he was compelled to relinquish 
his design of conquering India, and after having 
sailed down the Indus, and thus prepared the 
way for further discoveries in the East, he re- 
turned by land to Babylon, where he died of a 
fever brought on by intoxication. Nearchus, 
the commander of his fleet, after exploring the 

coast of the Erythrseum Jifare (Arabian Sea), 
returned to Babylon by the Persian Gulf. 



AEABIA. 
Arabia extended from the borders of Palestine, 
southward, to the Erythreum Mare ; and was 
bounded on the west, by the Arabicus Sinus ; 
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and on the east by the Sinus Persicos (Persian 
Gulf). The Arabicus Sinus^ at the northern 
extremity^ forms two forks or arms of the sea — 
the Sinus .^lanites^ and the Sinus Heroopolites^ 
the latter is that which was miraculously crossed 
by the Israelites, under the command of Moses. 

Arabia was divided in ancient as well as 
modem times, into three districts,— Arabia 
Deserta, Arabia Petrsa, and Arabia Felix. 

Arabia Deserta was inhabited, as it is at 
present, by nomad tribes, ancestors of the 
modem Bedouins, the descendants of Ishmael, 
who to this day verify the prophecy that '* his 
hand shall be against every man, and every 
man's hand against his." 

Arabia Petrsea, or the stony, is chiefly inter- 
esting &om being the scene of the forty years' 
wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
the borders of which were at that time occu- 
pied by the Edomites, (the descendants of 
Esau), the Midianites, the Moabites, and the 
Amalekites. M. Horeb and M. Sinai were 
situated in this province. The chief town was 
Petra (Selah), situated in a rocky valley : the 
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extraordinary ruins of this city prove, that not 
only the temples but the dwellings of the in- 
habitants, must have been hewn out of the solid 
rock. It was a place of considerable trade. 
Eziongeber, or Berenice, on the Sinus -ZElanites, 
was the port from whence Solomon's fleet sailed 
to Ophir, supposed by some to be a place on 
the eastern coast of Africa; by others Aden, 
in Arabia Felix. 

Arabia Felix, or the fruitful, was so called 
from the extreme fertility of the sea coast, 
which abounded with frankincense, myrrh and 
other spices and fruits. 

The chief towns were Ad&na (Aden), and 
Saba, or Sheba, whose Queen visited the court 
of Solomon. 



I 2 
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AFRICA. 

Africa was bounded on the north by the Mare 
Internum ; on the west by the Oceanus AUan- 
ticus ; on the east by the Arabicus Sinus (Red 
Sea) ; the southern boundary the ancients had 
not ascertained^ — ^for^ although the accounts of 
the voyages round AMca by the Phoenicians^ 
and by Hanno the Carthaginian^ be admitted 
as true^ the only portion of the continent ex- 
plored and settled by the ancients, were the 
shores of the Mediterraneum, and the Red Sea, 
on which the following countries were sit- 
uated : — ^-Slgyptus, Ethiopia, Lybia or Ham- 
moniaca, Cyrenaica, Africa Proper, Numidia, 
and Mauretania. 

The name Africa was originaUy confined to 
the province properly so called : but, after the 
settlement of the Romans, the name gradually 
extended over the whole continent. 
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The chain of Mount Atlas extended from the 
Atlantic to the Sjrrtis Minor (Gulf of Cabes)^ 
running parallel to the Mediterraneum, to the 
south of Mauretania and Numidia^ of which it 
formed the southern boundary, separating it 
from the Great Desert of Sahara. The only 
river of importance was the Nilus (Nile). 

The Islands off the coast of Africa known to 
the ancients, were the Fortunatse Islands (Ca- 
naries), 'of which Teneriffe was called Nivaria, 
because the peak was covered with snow ; the 
Hesperides, and Isles of the Gorgons, the scene 
of many fables, are supposed to have been the 
Cape Verde Islands ; beyond these, westward, 
Plato describes the Island of Atlantis, which, 
as he represents it as larger than Europe, some 
have supposed to be America. 



^GYPTUS. 
EgVpt was bounded by the Mediterranetun on 
the north, the Sinus Arabicus on the east, 
Ethiopia on the south, and the Lybian Desert 
on the west. 
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The river Nilus or Nile, on whicli Moses 
was exposed, traverses the whole length of the 
country, from south to north, and, by its annual 
inundation, leaves on the surface of the ground 
a rich slime, which so greatly fertilizes the soil, 
that in the course of a few weeks after the 
waters have retired, the earth is covered with 
the most luxuriant vegetation. As Eenrpt was 
xnore * less productive, in proportiofto the 
extent of the inundation, Mceris, one of its 
early kings, caused channels to be dug leading 
from the Nile to the artificial lake excavated 
for the purpose, and named after him Lake 
Moeris (Birket-el-Keroun), which thus served 
as a reservoir when the inundation threatened 
to rise to too great a height^ and provided a 
supply of water, which was let out through 
sluices, when the inundation was too low. 

The towns on the banks of the Nile, within 
the distance to which the inundation extended, 
were built on eminences either natural or ar- 
tificial, above the reach of the waters, and 
raised roads or causeways were erected through- 
out the country, that the communication be- 
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tween the towns might not be interrupted 
during the inundation. 

Egypt has ever been considered as the nurse 
of the arts and sciences^ as it was from her that 
the ancients derived their first ideas of know- 
ledge in almost every branch of learning ; the 
most illustrious men of antiquity visited Egypt 
to acquire that learning which could only be 
obtained in the schools of the Egyptians. 

Ancient Egypt was divided into three pro- 
vinces: Upper Egypt, or Thebais; Middle 
Egypt, or Heptanomis ; and Lower Egypt, or 
the Delta. 

TIPPER EGYPT, OR THEBAIS. 

In Upper Egypt the chief towns were, Thebes,, 
the ancient capital of all Egypt, until the seat 
of government was removed to Memphis, in 
Middle Egypt, on account of its superior situa- 
tion. Under the Ptolemies, Alexandria became 
the royal residence, and the capital of Egypt.. 
Thebes was celebrated for the grandeur and 
magnificence of its buildings : it is said to have 
had 100 gates; and the stupendous ruins testify 
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to the trathof the accounts of ancient anthors.* 
Coptus, the emporium of Indian and Arabian 
commodities ; Syene, where Juvenal was ban- 
ished^ and which was noted for its marble 
quarries ; Myos-Hormos and Berenice on the 
Bed Sea; Elephantine^ in an island of the 
Nile ; and Phils^ also on the Nile. 

HEPTANOMIS. 

In Heptandmis (Middle Egypt), the chief towns 
were, Memphis, the capital, on the Nile, not 
far firom the modem Cairo, but on the opposite 
side of the river, and in the neighbourhood of 
which are the celebrated Pyramids; Crocodi- 
lopoUs or Arsinoe, on Lake Moeris, near which 
was the celebrated Labyrinth, which served as 
a model for that in Crete ; Heracleopolis, or 
the city of Hercules; Aphroditopolis, or the 
city of Venus ; Cynopolis, or the city of the 
dog. 

* ynuaa. the French soldiers, marching through ^gypty 
first came in sight of Thebes, they made a sudden halt, and 
clapped their hands, struck by one spontaneous emotion at the 
grandeur of these colossal remains. The obelisk now in the 
** Place de la Concorde,'* at Paris, was brought by Napoleon 
fiK>m the magniAcent temple <^ Luxor. 
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DELTA. 

The Delta (Lower Egypt), which is formed by 
the deposits of the Nile at the various mouths 
of the river, was so called from its resembling 
the Greek D (a), in its triangular form. 

To the west of the Canopic mouth of the 
Nile, was the celebrated city of Alexandria, 
founded by Alexander the Great, which is stUl 
a place of very considerable importance. It was 
on the shore of the Bay of Alexandria that 
Pompey was slain ; Ceesar erected a monument 
to his memory, on the spot where he fell, which 
is known as Pompey's Pillar. 

Off the coast was the Island of Pharos, where 
was the celebrated lighthouse, one of the won- 
ders of the world, erected by the Ptolemies. 
Homer represents this island as a day's sail 
from Egypt, but in Caesar's time it was connected 
by a bridge to the shore, and has since become 
part of the mainland, the intervening space 
having been filled up by the deposits of the 
Nile. The other important towns in this dis- 
trict, were, Canopus ; Naucratis, a commercial 
city ; Arsinoe, on the Heroopolites Sinus ; He- 
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liopolis^ where was the famous Temple of the 
Sun; Sais, famous for a temple dedicated to 
Minerva ; and Felusium^ which being the key 
of Egypt^ on the eastern borders^ was kept 
strongly fortified — ^It was taken by Cambyses^ 
by stratagem. The land of Goshen^ assigned 
by Joseph to the Israelites^ was to the south- 
east of the Delta^ between Lake Amaris and 
Pelusium. 

The kingdom of Egypt was founded by 
Menes^ or Misraim^ the son of Ham^ who 
settled in Egypt soon after the dispersion con- 
sequent on the confusion of languages. His 
descendants retained possession of the throne 
for some ages^ when^ with the exception of 
Upper Egypt, the country was conquered by a 
race of men (probably from India), known as 
the Hyksos, or Shepherd Kings, from the oc- 
cupation to which they had been accustomed in 
their native land.* On their expulsion from 
the country, Egypt remained independent until 

* Manetho states that upon the expulsion of the Hyksos, or 
Pali, as they weie called in India, they retired into Canaan, 
huilt Jerusalem, and gave the name of Palestine (Palisthan) 
to the surrounding country. 
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it was conquered by Cambyses, king of Persia. 
On the fall of the Persian Empire, it submitted 
to Alexander, and on his death, fell to the share 
of Ptolemy Lagos, his general, and continued 
in possession of his descendants, until Cleopatra, 
the last of the Ptolemies, was .conquered by 
Augustus Caesar, and Egypt became a province 
of the Koman Empire. 

jETHIOPIA. 
JEthiopia (which included the modem Nubia, 
Abyssinia, and Sennaar,) was bounded on the 
north by Egypt; on the east by the Sinus 
Arabicus ; on the west by the great desert ; and 
on the south by the unknown regions of the 
interior of Africa. The rapids, or cataracts of 
the Nile, were to the north of this country, on 
the borders of Egypt ; the source of this cele- 
brated river, both Cambyses and Alexander in 
vain endeavoured to ascertain. 

The chief towns were, Meroe, on the Nile ; 
Auxume, noted for ivory ; and Adulis, a port on 
the Arabicus Sinus. 

It was in the unsuccessful attempt of Cam- 
byses to subdue this country, that his army 
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suffered so fearfully from famine ; Candace who 
is mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles^ was 
Queen of ^Ethiopia in the time of our Saviour. 



LYBIA, OR HAMMONIACA. 
The greater part of this province consisted of 
a dreary desert, in the midst of which, in an 
oasis, was the celebrated Temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, where Alexander caused himself to be 
acknowledged as the son of Jupiter. 

In the western district, Marmarica (part of 
Tripoli), were two steep valleys, called Major 
and Minor Catabathmos. • 



CYRENAICA. 

Cyrenaica was situated between Marmarica 
and Syrtica; the northern district was called 
Pentapolis, and contained several important 
cities ; Cyrene an early Greek colony, a large 
and handsome town; Apollonia, the port of 
Cyrene ; Ptolemais, named after Ptolemy Soter 
who conquered it ; Arsinoe; Berenice, near 
which was the celebrated garden of the Hespe- 
rides ; and Barce. On the western borders of Cy- 
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renica, were the altars of the Carthaginian 
patriots^ the Fhiloeni, who were buried alive 
on this spot rather than allow that they did not 
set out firom Carthage, according to their agree- 
menty at the same time as their opponents the 
deputies from Cyrene, who had consented that 
the place where they met shoidd be the boun- 
dary of the two countries. 



AFRICA PROPER. 
Africa Proper (Tunis and part of Tripoli) lay 
between Numidia on the western border, and 
Cyrenaica on the east, and was bounded on the 
north by the Mediterraneum, and on the south 
by the great Desert. The Syrtic region on 
the coast of the Mediterraneum, between the 
Minor and Major Syrtis or quick sands, was a 
barren district (now forming part of Tripoli), 
called Tripolitana, from its three principal 
cities, Ola, Septis, and Sabr&ta. This district 
was a cause of frequent dissension between the 
Cyrenians and Carthagenians, but was finally 
ceded to Carthage. This celebrated city, so 
long the formidable riyal of Rome, was founded 
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by a colony of Tyrians under the commana of 
Dido ; it stood near the site of the modem 
Tunis^ and from its situation was admirably 
adapted for commerce, by which it became one 
of the richest and most important cities of the 
world, until it was utterly destroyed by Scipio 
Africanus at the close of the third Punic War. 
At Utica, to the west of Carthage, Cato, after 
the defeat of Scipio and Juba at Thapsus by 
Caesar, despairing of the liberty of Rome, put 

himself to death. 
Between Utica and Carthage, ran the river 

Bagradas (Majerdah), near which the enor- 
mous serpent was kiUed, which for some time 
stopped the progress of the Boman arms, 
under Begulus : this general was defeated 
and taken prisoner near Tunis, by Xanthippus, 
the Spartan general, who commanded the Car- 
thaginians. 

The other towns of importance were Had- 
rumetum; Tysdrus; and Hippo Zarytus; Thala, 
where Jugurtha was defeated by Metellus ; 
Capsa, where he was defeated by Marius ; 
Thirmada, \f^here Hiempsal was slain ; aiid 
Tama, where Hannibal was defeated by Scipio. 
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The only rivers of importance, besides the 
Bagradas already mentioned^ were the Tusca, 
on the borders of Numidia, and the Triton, 
where Minerva was fabled to have been born, 
and £rom whence she was called Tritonia. Lake 
Tritonis was to the south of the province. 



NUMIDIA, 

Numidia was bounded on the east by the 
Tusca ; on the west by Mauritania ; and on 
the south by the Desert, it corresponded with 
the eastern part of Algeria. 

The Numidians were originally called No- 
mades, from the wandering mode of life which 
they led, in search of pasture for their flocks 
and herds. 

At Cirta, the capital, Adherbal was killed, 
by the orders of Jugurtha. Hippo Regius 
was the Episcopal See of St. Augustin. 



MAURETANIA. 
Mauketania, the kingdom of Bocchus, the 
father-in-law of Jugurtha, who betrayed him 
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into the hands of the Bomans^ was bounded 
on the north by the Mediterranean and the 
Fretum Gaditanum or Herculeum (Straits of 
Gibraltar) ; on the south by M, Atlas^ which 
divided it from the Great Desert ; on the east 
by Numidia ; on the west by the Atlantic. It 
comprehended the western part of Algeria and 
Morocco. The inhabitants were called Mauri, 
from whence the word Moor is derived. 

The chief towns were Csesarea, Tingis (Tan- 
gier), Lixus, and Cartenna. 

The country to the south of the Great Desert, 
was called Gaetulia (Negro-land), but was only 
known to the ancients as the territory of un- 
civilized tribes. 



FINIS. 
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